
North West Wiltshire Pastorate 
Worship at Home Sunday December 27th 2020 
 
Opening words 
Take the Christ child in your arms. 
Look into his newborn eyes; 
Bear his scanty weight; 
Know him for who he is 
And praise God. 
 
Let the old year depart in peace, 
Along with old regrets, old fears, old grudges. 
Nothing is going to be the same anymore. (1) 
 
A Prayer 
It is all over – it is just about to begin. 
We wave the old on its way – we wait impatiently for the new to arrive. 
Eternal God, 
God of and for a restless people; 
we look forward, in joy and hope and with  
untold eagerness. 
The promise of the year to come compels us 
and we long to cast aside these past months 
with all they have brought, 
all they have asked of us, 
all we have been forced to change or give up. 
 
We praise you and we thank you 
for your love and steadfastness to us; 
for the light you have shone through days 
of great darkness. 
We praise you and we thank you 
for your message of hope 
which has sustained us during 
times of hopelessness. 
 
Above all, at this Christmas-time 
we thank you for the celebration 
of your word become flesh, 
for the incarnation and the 



chance to proclaim once again, 
Emmanuel, God with us! 
 
As we step away from the stable 
Let us step forward into a world 
where hope is tangible; 
where love is real; 
where joy is welcomed; 
and peace our guiding purpose. 
Amen. 
 
Our reading comes from Luke’s gospel, chapter 2 and verses 22-40 
When the time of the purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph 
and Mary took Jesus to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of 
the Lord, “ever firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice in 
keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 
Moved by the Spirit, he went into the Temple courts. When the parents brought in the child 
Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying: 
 
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
you now dismiss your servant in peace. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel.” 
 
The child’s father and mother marvelled at what was said about him. Then Simeon blessed 
him and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many 
hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher, She was 
very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage and then was a 
widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the Temple but worshipped night and day, 
fasting and praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and 
spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 



When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned 
to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong; he was 
filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him. 
 
Some thoughts on the reading 
 
How many of you will recognise #SPOTY? 
If you do, keep it in mind for a moment, if you don’t then don’t worry, all will shortly be 
revealed. 
An easier question perhaps - 
How was it after all the build up, change of plans, etc? 
Better or worse? 
Did the ‘alternative’ work for you or did you just get through it for this year in the hope of 
normality in 2021? 
The day itself is over but the significance, the message of the season is far from over. 
Christmas continues – as we have read and prayed “Emmanuel, God with us” so now do we 
have to make that true in our lives. 
For us as Christians Christmas is far from over at midnight on December 25th; whilst the 
claims of ‘Christmas is cancelled’ have been heard these past few weeks, we knew it wasn’t 
so. Yes it would be different, because we would not be in church singing carols, but we got 
around that … yes we would be apart from family but we could speak on the phone, we 
could ZOOM … and maybe, in losing the hustle and bustle and the trying to fit 10 things into 
a day designed at best to have 5 we may have gained something. 
#SPOTY stand for Sports Personality Of The Year and is my annual Sunday before 
Christmas uninterrupted TV programme. (I have been known to alter the timing of a 
Christmas Carol service not to miss it …) This year, like everything else it was very different 
but not in a positive way. The build up had been more exciting and like everything else it 
seems, the BBC’s political agenda has altered the shape of the programme. 
That is one thing done differently in 2020 I do not want to repeat. Will it have a lasting effect 
on my life, of course not, does it matter in the scheme of things, of course not.  
 
The things that matter are the things that have a lasting impact, when Mary and Joseph took 
Jesus to the Temple, as any new parents they would be wanting to show him; this perfect, 
special baby boy. As they travelled to the Temple we can imagine feelings of excitement, 
they were part of a ritual going back centuries, the history was as important as the sacrifice 
they were about to make. 
And what happens? 
It is all going well, think of Simeon’s words, well his initial words, the words he follows up 
with would have struck terror into Mary and yet Simeon, like Anna spoke truth into the 



situation. They were courageous in a different way to those who had taken a risk to visit this 
news family but nonetheless they too are a part of the Christmas story. 
 
As I write these words our government is changing the situation once again and moving 
people into new tiers. We know and are living with uncertainty; we want an end to 2020 but 
2021 is still going to bring challenges. 
Let us ‘ponder in our hearts’ the gifts of God’s mercy that we have seen and experienced this 
year, let us reflect on all the good we have witnessed and the small signs of hope that have 
been visible like stars against the darkness. 
This year is about to end, it will remain forever in our memories, much will be written about 
it, from the dual viewpoints of History and Science, but faith is there too, much about this 
year is about the story of people of faith, the same people who know far certain that in 
proclaiming ‘Emmanuel, God with us’ we are declaring something that is constant and 
eternal, not just for one day of the year. 
I wish you all a happy, healthy and hope-filled year ahead. 
Amen. 
 
If you have a candle to hand you may like to light it at this point and use the following as a 
focus before we begin our prayers. 
I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year, 
‘give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.’ 
And he replied, ‘go out into the darkness and put your hand 
Into the hand of God. That shall be to you better than light, 
And safer than a known way.’ (2) 
 
A Prayer for the year ahead 
Put the palms of your hands together and by bending and shaping the tips of your fingers 
make the shape of a heart. 
Bring that shape close to your face so that your focus is the heart, the symbol of love. 
 
Bring to mind those who you love. One by one name them and give thanks for them. 
Pray for their health and safety and happiness in the year ahead. 
Pray that they know the love that surrounds them. 
 
Bring to mind those you struggle to love, for whatever reason. 
Take a moment to ask God for the grace to change the situation. 
Pray for love to work in and through you both so the coming year could be a new start. 
 
Bring to mind those who believe themselves to be unlovable. 
Take a moment to think why that may be the case. 



Pray that God may lead you to them so they know it doesn’t have to be this way. 
 
Bring to mind your community. 
Take a moment to recall the acts of love witnessed this past year. 
Pray that these may continue and become usual practice. 
 
Bring to mind our country. 
Take a moment to name the divisions and fragmentations it has recently experienced. 
Pray for future unity and respect and tolerance. 
 
Finally, bring to mind our world. 
Open your hands so your face becomes a globe and your hands its support. 
Pray for God’s discernment and revelation to come to us in the year ahead. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
God of the small seconds, 
The meaningful moments. 
The honest hours, 
The devotional days, 
And the well-meaning weeks, 
Be with us, 
In all we do and say; 
As we welcome the new year, 
Let our enthusiasm never waver, 
Our trust be complete 
And our faith never falter. 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
May we be the difference  
You know we can be. 
Amen.  
 
1 – Maggie Hindley URC Prayer handbook 2020 
2 – Minnie Louise Haskins 


