
Worship at home Sunday November 15th 2020 
 
Until we are able to meet together once again it is my intention to produce Worship at home for 
these few weeks. 
All you will need is your Bible. 
 
Opening Words 
God of all time, 
The time that has past – whose memories we live with. 
This time – where our actions matter as never before. 
The time that is yet to come – for which we pray and trust and hope. 
God of all time, 
Unchanging – we give you our thanks, 
Forever loving – we give you our praise, 
Eternally constant – we give you our lives. 
Amen 
 
Readings – Zephaniah chapter 1, verses 12-18 & Matthew chapter 25, verses 14-30 
 
Some thoughts on these readings 
Complacency or laziness? 
That answer will depend greatly on individual perceptions.  
We begin with our prophet Zephaniah, belonging to the older prophetic tradition he has a particular 
understanding of what is expected of the people and in his eyes they are falling short. So much so 
that in the coming day of judgement it is the people who will find themselves the sacrificial victims 
because of their actions, or inaction. Only those ‘humble and lowly’ will be spared. 
There is a division between those who believe the prophet meant every word, such was his 
despair and disappointment and those who argue he felt it necessary to employ ‘shock tactics’ to 
reset the worshipping life of the kingdom and yet there is one little fact, crucial to the future that 
seems to get passed over. Zephaniah had hope in the humble few. 
It may have been something of a cull but it was not without hope. 
And the hope would come not from the expected sources but from the least; those always 
overlooked, unseen, unheard. Those who would not be expected to hold a view, let alone 
articulate it. 
Those who had nothing – but would be given everything. 
 
Which leads us to our gospel and the well known parable of the talents. 
The parable is framed by the future coming of the Son of Man. In that context it may be natural to 
interpret it as Jesus as the Master calling out the disciples, the servants, to increase their present 
responsibilities. Some have done so, but some are to be found lacking. 
Where I struggle with such an interpretation is the treatment of the final servant who buries what 
he has and does so, we are told out of fear. I struggle in the exchange to see Jesus as the master 
who is feared or indeed any of his disciples as wicked or lazy. 
So let’s turn it around …  
The Jesus we know spoke against accumulating wealth, the Jesus we know talks instead of the 
Widow’s mite, of giving away wealth, sharing what an individual has, going the extra mile to help 



another. The Jesus we know has concern for the poor and challenges the rich. Therefore, could 
Jesus stand as the third servant, the one who refuses to conform, who isn’t about increasing 
wealth and as that same servant was cast out, doesn’t that give an advance notice of how Jesus 
will be judged? 
 
What ties both these readings? 
The unexpected element; there is a twist in both. 
And the twist turns conventional thought on its head. 
There is something else, like a watchman in the night, there are the words, “Coming, ready or not.” 
We are just two weeks away from the beginning of Advent, traditionally a time of wating, also a 
time of being ready, alert, vigilant –  
Why just at Advent? Surely we should be ready at all times? 
 
Jesus, like the prophets came into a world of division; we live with division today. That doesn’t 
mean it is right or even that it needs to remain. We need to be alert to the things that can cause 
division and ready to stand against it. The servants who doubled what they had been given were 
praised, seen as a success story. Were they? Is it all about acquisition, what we can accumulate, 
store up, store away? 
It may seem right now that division is too real and we are spending too much time waiting, but this 
time is a gift, we have never had such a time to re-consider, re-evaluate, make plans and make 
changes; to reach out to God, in praise and in lament. 
Read the parable once more; do you see it any differently now? 
Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Lord, you call us to be ever ready, ever watchful, 
Constantly alert. 
We begin with the best intentions, 
With enthusiasm, 
With great ideas, 
But then life gets in the way –  
 
We think of those who say they are never ready, 
Those for whom life hurtles towards them 
And they have neither the means to cope, 
Or even the desire to learn to do so. 
 
We pray for those who live an orderly life, 
Content so long as the unexpected doesn’t happen; 
Content so long as they are in control. 
 
And for those in between the extremes, 
Who manage to stay ahead – just, 
Who are happy to get through, to be ahead 
And ask nothing more complicated. 



 
Lord, we pray for readiness, 
In our church life, 
In our personal lives, 
In the life of our country. 
Give us the means and the grace to cope with the unexpected; 
Let our feet and our hearts respond equally quickly 
To those in need. 
Let kindness be our watchword, 
Let trust be our beacon of hope, 
Let the light of your love illuminate our every step. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray together the Lord’s Prayer. 
Our Father … 
  
Blessing 
Go, with open arms to welcome, 
Go, with open minds to learn, 
Go, with open hearts to love. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
Be with you and remain with you. 
This day and even for always. 
Amen. 


