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Good morning and welcome to worship today. 
Let us still ourselves, 
As we prepare to worship. 
Let us centre our being and clear our minds  
from all that will prevent us doing so as we should, 
So we come, 
Asking God to re-adjust our focus; 
Asking God to re-set hearts out of rhythm 
Asking God to re-define our purpose, 
And so we come. 
 
Let us pray. 
Exuberant, generous, wonderful God 
To thank you for all your provision to us 
Is beyond our comprehension. 
Your abundance is without comparison; 
Matched only by your mercy and grace, 
Compassion and fairness. 
It is our delight to offer you thanks and praise; 
Knowing your delight is in us. 
This is your day, 
Set aside – special to your people – a sacred time; 
And so we join together, even though we are still apart. 
We join together in the familiarity of what we know, 
What inspires us and encourages us, 
What lifts us when life is hard, 
What feeds and sustains us 
As only faith can. 
This time is precious, 
This time we offer to you, 
Knowing the imperfections that we each bring, 
Knowing that with you, mercy, forgiveness and restoration 
Are ours for the asking. 
Make us worthy of your generosity, 
So that we in turn may be generous to others, 
By our words, actions, thoughts and intentions. 
Amen. 



 
We sing together, ‘I want to walk with Jesus Christ.’ 
 
 
 
Our reading today come from Matthew’s gospel, chapter 20, verses 1-16 
 
The parable of the workers in the vineyard. 
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 
hire men to work in his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and 
sent them into his vineyard. 
About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the market-place doing 
nothing. He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.’ So they went. 
He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing. 
About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He 
asked them, ‘why have you been standing here all day doing nothing?’ 
‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 
He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on 
to the first.’ 
The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a 
denarius. So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. 
But each one of them also received a denarius. When they received it, they began 
to grumble against the landowner. ‘These men were hired last worked only one 
hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden 
of the work and the heat of the day.’ 
“But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn’t you 
agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who 
was hired last the same as I gave you. Don’t I have the right to do what I want with 
my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?” 
“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 
This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 



A few thoughts 
One of my less successful O level choices was Economics; it was the only 
reasonable alternative in a bad group of options and to this day my knowledge of the 
subject remains limited, thankfully it isn’t a requirement for a lifetime spend wrestling 
with Biblical texts. 
So this parable, recorded only by Matthew, and therefore clearly not deemed 
essential teaching by the other gospel writers may show a side to Jesus’ knowledge 
that will come as a surprise to anyone who isn’t a fan of economic study. 
However, this is not a comment on social and economic issues in first-century 
Palestine; this isn’t a comment on the rights or wrongs of contracts and wages, what 
it is, in the most simple terms, is a story based on the principle of ‘steadfast love’ 
from psalm 145. If you read that psalm then you have an encounter with the God 
whose generosity goes beyond even human justice to the point that there may be a 
struggle to comprehend if it is possible. 
This is less a treatise on good business and people management skills and more a 
practical application of pure compassion. 
Consider for a moment the selection process … 
Who would be picked first? – Those most able to survive a day’s hard, manual 
labour. 
And secondly, those who were less able but still had a fair day’s work in them. 
And so it would go on … until those left were clearly the least able. 
Just consider for a moment how they would have felt, this isn’t just about money in 
hand to buy food for the family, this is about self-worth, it is about being valued, not 
ignored but seen as a person in your own right. 
It’s like being a child chosen last for a sports team, no matter how good you are in 
other areas – that memory remains forever as a sense of failure and anyone who 
has known that feeling will be better placed to understand how those last few 
workers felt and how they would feel returning home with nothing to show for their 
efforts. 
The stronger, fitter workers were clearly going to be unhappy but their militant 
approach was robustly knocked back by the owner who reminds them that they 
were paid what they agreed and further reminds them that his money was his to do 
with as he liked. 
The message of fairness remains today, less in a sense of modern economics and 
more about dignity and compassion and the worth of every individual. Trussell Trust 
this week said that as winter approaches and the Furlough ends and unemployment 
rises they are expecting 6 food parcels to be given out every minute. That statistic 
reminds us that we have a choice – do we do nothing and let that be our legacy or, 
like the owner of the vineyard do we use what gifts we have to level out the playing 
field? 



This parable follows a conversation between Jesus and a rich man, he had 
recognised Jesus as teacher and wanted to know what else he needed to do. Jesus’ 
answer and his reaction was a direct contrast to the owner of the vineyard, to the 
rich man his wealth represented many things, to give it away seemed madness. 
If we were all prepared to live a simpler life, less bothered about material 
possessions, about an abundance instead of a sufficiency the actions of the 
vineyard owner wouldn’t come as such a surprise. 
Perhaps this is the time for a divine re-boot and a new rule of generosity and 
compassion to be born. 
Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Let us pray, 
Living, loving Lord, 
We hold before you a world of inequality and unfairness; 
And we ask for your help. 
Our resources are limited – 
We pray for guidance to use them where they are most needed. 
Where finances are limited and cheapest options sought, 
We pray for food producers whose margins are already stretched 
To breaking point and who fear further cuts in the future. 
As the latest Trussell Trust statistic sinks in, 
We pray for all Foodbanks in the important work they do, 
Sustaining individuals and families, 
Offering hope when everything seems hopeless; 
Giving back some small measure of dignity, 
Seeing humanity, not a problem to be dealt with. 
We pray for the Malmesbury and District Foodbank 
As it marks its 6th anniversary – 
Not a date to be celebrated, but we give thanks 
For the many people it has been able to help during that time. 
 
Loving Lord, 
We pray for a world where justice, fairness and the rights of all 
Are recognised and valued and part of everyday life; 
Not something we need to keep working for in 2020. 
Inspire us by the example of the vineyard owner 
That we may work for and bring about the changes needed 
And find for ourselves 
A new way of living that makes our world a gentler place. 
Hear all our prayers as we say together the Lord’s Prayer. 



 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done; 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power and the glory, 
For ever and ever, 
Amen. 
 
We sing together, ‘Take my life and let it be.’ 
 
Let us share remotely in the grace, to and for each other. 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with us 
And remain with us, 
Now and forever, 
Amen. 
 
Until we meet again, give thanks for God’s generosity 
And consider if you could echo it in your response to 
Those in need. 
Amen. 
 
 
 


