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Good morning and welcome to worship today. 
Into a world of noise and confusion, 
Where we often struggle to hear ourselves; 
We seek a time of silence and reflection. 
A time, not to be indulgent, 
But to indulge each other – 
With kindness, patience, forgiveness 
Underpinned by love; 
Reflected by a common humanity, 
Held together by the grace of God. 
 
Let us pray. 
With heartfelt gratitude for all we have 
We worship you, 
Eternal God, 
Everlasting God. 
Loving and gracious your mercy is without end. 
Despite our failings, you still love us- 
Despite our unrealistic expectations, you still provide abundantly for us. 
We worship you in gladness and in truth. 
And in that way, we confess that what we expect of you, 
We do not always extend to one another; 
Your mercy and grace does not always filter through 
To those we feel have wronged us, 
Your generosity of spirit is often lacking 
When we confront each other. 
Yet before us is the perfect example of forgiveness 
Shown by your Son, our Lord and Saviour; 
Reminding us of how we must treat each other. 
God of love and grace; 
We thank you for all you give us, 
Time and again; 
Encourage us to a greater awareness and sensitivity in our lives, 
So that as we serve you, we may truly serve each other. 
Amen. 
 
We sing together, ‘Dear Lord and Father of mankind’ 
 
Our reading today come from Matthew’s gospel, chapter 18, verses 21-35 



Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 
brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?”  
Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
“Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts 
with his servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten 
thousand talents was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master 
ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay 
the debt. 
“The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I 
will pay back everything.’ The servant’s master took pity on him, cancelled the 
debt and let him go. 
But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow-servants who owed 
him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what 
you owe me!’ he demanded. 
“His fellow-servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I 
will pay you back.’ 
“But he refused. Instead he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he 
could pay the debt. When the other servants saw what had happened, they were 
greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. 
“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I cancelled 
all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy 
on your fellow-servant just as I had on you?’ In anger his master turned him over 
to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 
“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother from your heart.” 
 
This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
A few thoughts 
Anyone who has watched the Netflix drama, ‘The Crown’ may recall a scene in 
the 1st series where the Duke of Windsor is in conversation with the Queen. She 
confronts him with the truth that he never apologised for his actions. But I did, he 
replies, to your Father and Mother. But not to me, says the Queen, you never 
said sorry to me. 
Of course, that is only a part of the story, if you are the recipient of an apology 
then you are placed in a position of power, do you accept it and say nothing 
further, or do you follow it by forgiving the person who has perpetrated the hurt. 
There is no knowing if that dialogue in The Crown was real or improvised – but 
regardless it goes to the heart of a problem we all struggle with, namely the ability 
to say sorry and for the recipient, in turn, granting forgiveness to the person who 
has perpetrated the hurt. 



So our gospel will resonate with us, and maybe there will be a little discomfort 
there as well, but that is part of life’s reality.  What is clear is that if we have been 
the recipient of God’s forgiveness then we should also be a channel for it as well.  
One of my most profound experiences as a Minister was being invited to a 
Restorative Justice course in Altcourse Prison, it was at the end of the course 
where the men were telling their story and offering an apology to an invited group 
of people who had been affected by their actions.  
It was incredibly emotive and very humbling – until the end.  
The men has made a collection from their very small wages to be split between 
Victim support and another charity. The cheques were given and the 
representative from Victim Support spoke. “I’d rather not have had to come here 
today just for this cheque – I’d rather you hadn’t affected people’s lives by your 
actions in the first place.” 
The men looked as if they’d been hit; it was ungracious and it was destructive. To 
those of us sitting there who had heard and witnessed these stories it was as if 
she hadn’t listened to a word spoken … 
Whilst some may argue forgiveness wasn’t hers to give, she was in place of 
those directly affected – she held the power to help the men move forward or to 
hold them back. 
Forgiveness in our gospel reading also includes a practical element, namely the 
writing off of a debt, in the current economic climate for many that would be a 
huge gift, in the time of Jesus there was also great inequality and Jesus knew 
how tough the tough times were, but writing off the debt isn’t sufficient if it is still 
remembered and stored for future use. 
I heard once the comment that ‘God doesn’t keep score, so why do we?’ What is 
it within ourselves that we struggle with and why do we expect from others that 
which we claim to be a right but can sometimes withhold ourselves? 
Part of this parable which is often overlooked is how the servant who wouldn’t 
cancel the debt was called out by his fellow servants; they could see that justice 
hadn’t been served and they decided on some direct action. It can be hard to call 
out another, even if we know they are wrong, but we have to consider the impact 
of a lack of forgiveness. It can be even harder to call out ourselves if the emotions 
we are going through prevent us forgiving another. 
I think occasionally of that Restorative Justice event, I wonder where the men are 
now, and I fervently hope and pray that they were not held back by those 
ungracious words but found the forgiveness and the peace they sought. 
Forgiveness makes such a difference, never withhold it. 
Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Let us pray, 
Lord of Love; 
As we think about our world, 



With all its needs right now; 
We are mindful of your instruction. 
 
With you the insurmountable becomes possible, 
With you the indescribable uses the plainest words; 
With you the unfathomable is suddenly clear. 
 
Yet often we would rather the impossible and the bewildering 
Than having to forgive those whose words or actions 
Seem undeserving of being granted absolution. 
Sometimes we question even if that is ours to give. 
 
We pray for all who find forgiveness hard to give… 
 
We pray for all who feel unworthy of the forgiveness of another … 
 
We think of those whose corporate actions  
Have impacted significantly on another country; 
Whose level of harm has left the world aghast. 
 
We think of companies whose quest for power 
And influence and profit has been such as to  
Blind them to their impact on global humanity. 
 
We think of governments and alliances 
Who have ignored the rule of law and have argued  
Their case is special and therefore not applicable. 
 
Lord of love and justice and equality, 
Grant forgiveness wherever it is needed; 
Grant grace to those who receive forgiveness; 
Grant trust to us all; 
That what we believe is made real. 
Hear all our prayers as we say together the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done; 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 



And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power and the glory, 
For ever and ever, 
Amen. 
 
We sing together, ‘There’s a wideness in God’s mercy.’ 
 
Let us share remotely in the grace, to and for each other. 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with us 
And remain with us, 
Now and forever, 
Amen. 
 
Until we meet again, see where your forgiveness level 
Is at, is it all it should be? 
Amen. 
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