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Good morning and welcome to worship today. 
Two or three, that’s what you said; 
That’s what we grew up with. 
Now, we long for two or three or four or five 
Or even more … 
We long to be together but we know ‘not yet’. 
Not yet – but soon, 
And so we watch time pass, 
Until that day we can meet once again, 
And see each other face to face. 
Until then – we give thanks for what we have. 
 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, 
With open minds and hearts we worship you; 
Setting aside this time, 
Marking it out as our time with you. 
Scarce and precious as it is right now. 
We long for some certainty, 
And the world offers uncertainty. 
We long for normality, 
And the world offers a new normal no one quite understands. 
We long to see those we have missed, 
And the world says slowly ... slowly. 
Eternal God, 
We look around us and there is much to enjoy, 
As the seasons change once again, 
We rejoice in different colours, textures, smells- 
But we confess our impatience; 
Our desire for more, 
Help us to relearn patience and understanding 
Acceptance and gratitude. 
We acknowledge our failings, 
We ask for your mercy; 
Restore us, we pray. 
Amen. 
 
We sing together, ‘Let all the world in every corner sing 
 



 
Our readings today come from Matthew’s gospel, chapter 18, verses 15-20 and from 
the Letter to the Romans, chapter 13, verses 8-12 
“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of 
you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will not listen, 
take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the 
testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 
If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to 
the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 
I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be 
done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three come together in my 
name, there am I with them.” 
 
And from Romans, 
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for 
he who loves his fellow-man has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “Do not 
commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covert,” and whatever 
other commandments there may be, are summed up in this one rule: “Love your 
neighbour as yourself.” Love does no harm to its neighbour. Therefore love is the 
fulfilment of the law. 
And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up 
from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 
The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of 
darkness and put on the armour of light.  
 
This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
A few thoughts 
What is church? 
Our gospel appears to convey something of life in church but it raises a pertinent 
problem. 
Church, as we know it didn’t exist during Jesus’ time on earth. The structure and 
formality that we expect, even though we often complain about it, simply wasn’t 
there. Instead we look for our answers to the Greek word ekklesia whose literal 
meaning is ‘called out from’ and that suggests a gathering or an assembly, 
something fluid, freer than what we know. 
So what do we mean when we talk about church? 



And just in case you can answer that easily, my supplementary question is this, ‘how 
does our understanding of the word church, influence and shape what we do as 
church in our local context? 
As we look to resume worship in our buildings we are conscious that what we know 
as being a primary church activity will now be shaped quite differently, not because 
we want a change, but because the way we must operate is being restricted by 
outside forces. We may not like some of the restrictions but we will accept them 
because the bigger picture is of a group of people who are held together by a 
corporate act of worship. 
‘Held together’ – over and above all else. 
But what happens when the actions of an individual threaten that; not a silly 
squabble or a dispute over whose turn it is to make the coffee but real differences of 
behaviour or going against the teachings of Jesus or actions that put others at risk? 
21st century problems – but do we have a 21st century church equipped to deal with 
them? 
The church is not an exclusive club, it is a worshipping community and it is a part of 
the kingdom of God; how we live matters. Discerning the right attitude and 
behaviour, in ourselves and our worshipping family matters, and when our faith 
community has issues to be confronted and dealt with, well that is a part of the duty 
and responsibility we all share. 
And within that is knowing when we have made the wrong decision and we need to 
change course; when we talk about discernment and helping those who have made 
wrong choices we imagine an ‘us and them’ scenario, but we also make mistakes, 
sometimes our values are not kingdom values and as we are bound together there 
will be times when we will need to lose anything that threatens that unity. Within a 
church context that instruction should be easy, but its reality is that it is the very 
opposite … we find it hard enough to be asked to reflect on our behaviour, let alone 
admit we may have got it wrong, but we are human and we do make mistakes. 
But if we are bound together then when the behaviour that threatens is national or 
even global we stand a better chance of changing the minds of the perpetrators if 
we speak with one voice. That isn’t a glib comment that over-exaggerates our 
importance in the world, but if we think our voice has no impact, then that is just 
what will happen and then what will the church become, what will it stand for and 
who will it stand with? 
The older I get the better my relationship with Paul becomes; there are still some 
points on which we disagree but here he gets it right; don’t be afraid to call out what 
is wrong and harmful and unlawful but in doing so remember and teach the 
importance of love. 
And remember love underpins everything we do and say, without love we simply 
exist, with love we live a life that is all it is promised to be.  
Whatever your answer to the question “What is church?” I hope that somewhere 
love got mentioned. 
Amen. 



 
Prayers of Intercession 
Loving, living Lord, 
With hands outstretched we hold fast to each other; 
Recognising that despite many differences 
We have more in common than that which divides us. 
 
We pray for unity, especially when we feel at odds with others; 
We recognise the differences we have in our country; 
The polarisation and its impact on local people, 
The sense that any further and it will be a step too far. 
 
We pray for tolerance, and acceptance of different viewpoints, 
So long as they are not harmful; 
We recognise and encourage dialogue 
As a means to improve understanding and learn better ways of communication. 
 
We pray for all who are consumed by that 
Which limits joy and full participation in life, 
Who feel uncared for, unnoticed, unwanted. 
For them we pray for love, and its power to heal. 
We live by rule and law, 
But love gives heart and soul to all life, 
And so we pray for the unity love alone can bring. 
 
Hear all our prayers as we say together the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done; 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power and the glory, 
For ever and ever, 
Amen. 
 
We sing together, ‘Put peace into each other’s hands 



 
Let us share remotely in the grace, to and for each other. 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with us 
And remain with us, 
Now and forever, 
Amen. 
 
Until we meet again, give thanks for love. 
Amen. 
 
 
 


