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Good morning and welcome to worship today. 
From the smooth crosses crafted for worship, 
To the rough-hewn crosses crafted for necessity. 
From the ornate, jewelled crosses of grand cathedrals, 
To the plain wooden crosses of a local church. 
We take up our cross, 
Fashioned not for glory, or ease of travel, 
But uniquely crafted to fit God’s purpose for us. 
 
Let us pray. 
Counter-cultural God, 
We worship you, and you call us  
To take up our cross and follow you. 
The way of the cross is not the way of the world; 
It is a hard way, 
It demands of us more than we feel we can give. 
Yet it isn’t a way we travel alone; 
You are with us, 
We hold fast to your promise, both in good times as well as bad; 
We trust in your promise, that you will lead us to where we need to be, 
For you can make the impossible possible, 
You can bring good from evil. 
You turn darkness into light, 
You take the fragments of our offerings 
And fashion them into the work of the kingdom. 
So we come to worship you, 
Seeking your word, your truth and your promise, 
Amen. 
 
We sing together, ‘Be still my soul: the Lord is at your side 
 
Our readings today come from the book of the prophet Jeremiah, chapter 15, and 
verses 15-21 and from the Letter to the Romans, chapter 12, verses 9-21 
 
You understand, O Lord; 
Remember me and care for me. 
Avenge me on my persecutors. 



You are long suffering – do not take me away; 
Think of how I suffer reproach for your sake. 
When your words came, I ate them; 
They were my joy and my heart’s delight, 
For I bear your name, 
O Lord God Almighty. 
I never sat in the company of revellers, 
Never made merry with them; 
I sat alone because your hand was on me 
And you had filled me with indignation. 
Why is my pain unending 
And my wound grievous and incurable? 
Would you be to me like a deceptive brook, 
Like a spring that fails? 
 
Therefore this is what the Lord says: 
“If you repent, I will restore you 
That you may serve me; 
If you utter worthy, not worthless words, 
You will be my spokesman. 
Let this people turn to you, 
But you must not turn to them. 
I will make you a wall to this people, 
A fortified wall of bronze; 
They will fight against you 
But will not overcome you, 
For I am with you 
To rescue and save you,” declares the Lord. 
“I will save you from the hands of the wicked and redeem you from the grasp of 
the cruel.” 
 
And from Romans, 
Love what is sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one 
another in brotherly love. Honour one another above yourselves. Never be lacking 
in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient 
in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice 
hospitality. 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one another. Do not 
be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be 
conceited. 



Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of 
everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it 
is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 
On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
If he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
A few thoughts 
Wrong place, wrong time. 
How many people who have been accused of a crime have used that as a 
defence, or a plea for leniency – more than we’ll ever know. It isn’t a defence we’d 
expect to come from a prophet though, and yet it could describe the defence 
offered by Jeremiah. 
What is he really guilty of? 
The answer, crying out in pain, anguish, and frustration at the situation he finds 
himself in and which he believes, since it is not of his making, is therefore not his 
fault. 
But God is not to be moved, quite the opposite. As He sees it, Jeremiah has been 
complicit and from his words of lament or complaint it is clear to God that 
Jeremiah is prioritising himself, his own reputation and his own wellbeing over 
than the fate of his community; the same people he had care of, the same people 
God had assured him he would be able to guide, to lead because God would give 
him the words. 
There is a clear collusion here between religion and the state. 
And we have something similar in our second reading: but Paul, unlike Jeremiah 
is definitely not looking at this from his own benefit or need.  In instructing his 
readers as he does he is going against the teachings of the Roman Empire where 
the strongest, the fittest, the wealthiest, the most powerful prevail. Whereas the 
Empire advocated aligning yourself with a powerful ally in order to enhance your 
status, Paul is saying align yourself with the poorest, and more so, if you are 
attacked, don’t seek revenge but repay your enemy with kindness.   
There is a place for Paul’s words right now – they are not unique, and they have 
passed through time, Luke has something similar in his gospel but Paul goes 
further, Paul speaks to a people who need his reassurance because life is not 



good for them, it is more than that, it is hard, brutal almost and it shows no sign of 
change. 
And what Paul advocates may seem a strange way to bring about change, but like 
us today, sometimes it is indirect action which has a far greater chance of change 
than direct action which alienates and sets a course from which no one emerges 
with a credible argument. 
It is easy to look to those in authority and rant and rage at their perceived inaction 
or lack of care for the most vulnerable but we do so failing to realise how selective 
their hearing can be. If the level of power attained is of a particular height then 
those in that position believe themselves invincible and answerable to no one. 
Paul is saying, be clever, think about how you act, take care of those who need it, 
stand with them but don’t directly confront the perpetrators, choose a different 
way, however hard it is, take a different approach because in doing so you send a 
message that it doesn’t have to be like this; there is another way. 
We are called to ‘take up our cross’ and these crosses come in various forms and 
ask of us different things, and sometimes those crosses seem unbearable – but 
they each have a greater purpose then we may comprehend, they work to 
alleviate pain and suffering, they work to bring about justice and equality, they 
seek to defeat evil by peaceful means and to bring about unity and harmony. 
If we believe that is possible, and God knows it is needed right now, then should 
we do as Paul advocates or shall we just blame everyone else like Jeremiah? 
I think we all know what needs to be done. 
Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Loving Lord, 
As the list of prayer needs grows, we admit 
That we are struggling to care for everyone. 
The scope and complexity of what we are facing 
Is so great that we are concerned that our offering 
Will have any, or at best, such little impact. 
 
So in our prayers we commit ourselves to what we can do; 
Unlike Jeremiah we do not judge, 
Rather, like Paul we choose to stand 
With those whose need is greatest. 
 
Where we can be – we will stand. 
Where we can help – we will stand. 
Where we can work for change – we will stand. 



 
Living Lord, 
You do not ask us to take on the care of the whole world, 
But neither do you let us walk away when things get tough. 
Place our crosses where you need us to be; 
And when our work there is done, move us on. 
Encourage us to open our eyes 
And broaden our minds; 
As we care for all we can in your name. 
 
Hear all our prayers as we say together the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done; 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power and the glory, 
For ever and ever, 
Amen. 
 
We sing together, ‘Love divine, all love’s excelling 
 
Let us share remotely in the grace, to and for each other. 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with us 
And remain with us, 
Now and forever, 
Amen. 
 
Until we meet again, think around the situation 
And then formulate your response. 
Amen. 


