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Good morning and welcome to worship today. 
Let us join together as the people of God. 
As we gather together – we come to learn 
We seek knowledge and understanding, 
We profess some, but what we know is far from complete. 
So with open hearts and minds, 
With eagerness we await  
God’s revelation to us through His word. 
Let us worship God. 
 
We will now sing together, ‘I cannot tell why he, whom angels worship’. 
 
Our opening prayer today comes from  
The United Reformed Church Prayer Handbook, 
Let us pray, 
Not tangled in complication, 
Not above our minds or beyond our powers, 
But opening our hearts, as a child’s, 
To discover the gentle wisdom that guards our living. 
Praise to Jesus who comes to meet us. 
Not to burden us, damage us or weary us, 
Not to crush us, clash with us or compel us, 
But to take our hand, as a friend’s, 
And to refresh us in the work we do with him. 
Praise to Jesus who comes to meet us. 
Not to lock us up in religion, 
But to bring us the reality of God 
In the midst of our living, 
And to beckon us forward, as disciples 
Embraced and energised by heaven. 
Praise to Jesus who comes to meet us 
Amen. 
 
 



Our readings come from the book of the prophet Zechariah, chapter 9, 
verses 9-12 and from Matthew’s gospel chapter 11, verses 16-19 & 25-30 
 
Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! 
Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, 
Righteous and having salvation, 
Gentle and riding on a donkey, 
On a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
I will take away the chariots from Ephraim 
And the war-horses from Jerusalem, 
And the battle bow will be broken. 
He will proclaim peace to the nations. 
His rule will extend from sea to sea 
And from the river to the ends of the earth. 
As for you, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit. 
Return to your fortress, O prisoners of hope; 
Even now I announce that I will restore twice as much to you. 
 
And from Matthew’s gospel; 
 
“To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the 
market-places and calling out to others: “We played the flute for you and you 
did not dance; we sang a dirge and you did not mourn.”  For John came neither 
eating or drinking, and they say, ‘he has a demon’. The Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, “Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of 
tax collectors and ‘sinners’. But wisdom is proved right by her actions”. 
Rest for the weary. 
At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and 
revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. 
 All things have been committed to me by my Father. No-one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no-one knows the Father except the Son and those to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 



heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden 
is light”.  
This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
A few thoughts … 
 
A new prophet, the same set of issues. Zechariah is a prophet after the exile, 
he is looking to the future and restoration, but he is also dealing with life under 
foreign rule, our few verses speak of God ruling the nations and many 
commentators see this as pointing towards Jesus, especially the reference to 
the colt, borne out by Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on that fateful Palm Sunday. 
However, let’s not jump ahead, there is the small matter of how the present is 
reconfigured, because the message from Zechariah confounds expectation; 
the people expected freedom to be achieved by military means because that 
was usual practice and they could not conceive that any other way would work, 
especially not a way that seemed to be the exact opposite, but the message 
from the prophet was one of hope, not capitulation. Ultimately all would be well, 
but it wouldn’t happen instantly and they would need to confound their 
expectations. 
And then we move to our gospel and the need to balance expectations - 
A commentator on this passage said “Jesus notes that both he and John the 
Baptist failed to meet people’s expectations”. I have a slight problem with that 
comment and it is because of that one word – failure. 
What is failure? Or perhaps a better question is ‘who determines what is 
failure?’ My ideas could be very different to someone else’s; it depends on the 
criteria used, the standards set … here we have two men, John the Baptist, the 
forerunner and Jesus, the Son of God, both have a mission which, if revealed 
in its entirety at the start would have caused riots, both fulfilled their mission 
but they did so against a backdrop heavy with expectation and dripping in 
judgement. Because they did not conform, show might and strength, because 
they advocated a message of love and compassion and inclusivity … because 
they gave hope and refused to condemn … and because they identified and 
gathered up the most vulnerable, the weary, those discarded by society, 
forgotten about because they had no discernible purpose. 
The yoke that Jesus talks about is not only a means of bending an animal’s will 
but in Jewish writings means putting yourself under instruction of God’s law or 
learning is perhaps a better word. 



Re-thinking expectation – re-evaluating failure – re-configuring relationships. 
It is still hard to go against public expectation, to refuse to follow a way already 
set out for you but it is even harder when that way is closed off to you, when 
you have already been written off or deemed useless, unwanted. 
There is an increasing vulnerability in our country right now, this week has 
seen 12000 people lose their jobs, the future is looking very uncertain, these 
are indeed strange times. And there will be no easy fix, no mighty warrior 
leading a people’s charge on Westminster, speeches full of empty rhetoric will 
not inspire or reassure a people weary and frightened. A calm, measured voice 
will offer more hope than a fired up, vocal cheering squad sitting on benches to 
boost their leader. 
A ruler from Westminster – or a Messiah on a colt, I know who I’d choose. 
Amen. 
 
We will now sing together, ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’. 
 
Our prayers of Intercession. 
 
Let us pray. 
Learn from me … 
When we reject what we hear spoken, 
Truths clear and concise, 
Words that enlighten and empower 
But spring from an unexpected source. 
 
Learn from me … 
When we believe we know the answers, 
That there is no alternative to be considered, 
And then we realise the answers aren’t clear cut, 
And we must re-evaluate what we thought absolute. 
 
Learn from me … 
With hearts and minds that are open to possibility; 
New forms of learning eagerly anticipated, 
Where old barriers are crushed down; 
And the horizon opened to a brave new world. 
 
 



Learn from me … 
When we haste and rush forward, 
Because time is pressing  
And we leave undone what should be done, 
And the task is unfinished and unworthy of our offering. 
 
Learn from me … 
Loving Lord, 
Help us to always be open to what we may learn, 
To have the humility to seek what we do not know, 
To have the integrity to question what we do not understand, 
To acquire the patience to do so in your time, not our own. 
Amen. 
 
We say together the Lord’s Prayer,  
Our Father, 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed by thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
For ever and ever, 
Amen. 
 
Let us share remotely in the grace, to and for each other, 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The love of God 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with us, 
And remain with us, 
Now and forever 
Amen. 
 



Until we meet again,  
See each day as an opportunity 
To keep learning 
Amen. 
 
  


