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Good morning and welcome to worship today. 
Let us join together as the people of God. 
Three in one and one in three, 
Father, Son and Spirit, 
Eternal, enduring, empowering. 
We worship the glorious Trinity, 
Seeking, its power, love and peace. 
 
We sing together “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty” 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 

casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 

though the eye made blind by sin thy glory may not see, 

only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 

perfect in pow’r, in love and purity. 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, 

God in three persons, blessèd Trinity. 

Lyrics by Reginald Heber (1783 – 1826). Public Domain. 

 
 
 
 
 



Our opening prayer for this Trinity Sunday comes from the United Reformed Church 
prayer handbook. 
 
Let us pray; 
God of community and mutuality, 
You call us together with purpose; 
Your love and peace equip us 
To make disciples of all nations. 
 
God of the commissioning, 
You entrust to us the birthing of love and peace, 
Even as you inspire us 
To remain purposefully in communion. 
 
Through this we are sustained by grace. 
Because of this, there is always hope. 
From this comes the blossom of eternal love 
Amen. 
 
 

 
Our readings come firstly from Matthew’s gospel chapter 28, verses 16-20 and from 
2 Corinthians chapter 13, verses 11-14  
 
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to 
go. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to 
them and said, “all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
 
And from his second letter to the church at Corinth, Paul writes … 
Finally, brothers, good-bye. Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in 
peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you. 
Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints send their greetings. 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 
This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 



A few thoughts … 
 
Today is Trinity Sunday, and this week as I was socially distanced in a garden of a much 
loved church member, I was asked what the plans were for this service, well, I said, with a 
smile, “it is Trinity Sunday, so it’s time to dust off some of the old Doctrine books” … 
“Why?” she asked, “surely the Trinity is about relationships?”  
It was one of those moments of revelation – surely it’s about relationships. 
And both our readings today would seem to confirm that. 
And both our readings also talk about the need to have right relationships, to mend those 
that have broken but also to go further, to extend the circle of relationships that you have, 
don’t just keep to what you know or those who think like you, act like you do, live as you 
do. 
The Corinthian Christians took Paul to the very limits of his patience, yet despite 
everything his final words to them are affectionate and encouraging. He knows they have 
made great efforts to resolve their differences but he is also aware of how quickly that 
could change and how blame could be apportioned and he fears this. Paul has invested a 
lot in this fledging community of faith, sometimes rebuking them, but always loving and 
forgiving them and now, his final words are a prayer for them that they may share fully in 
the love of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And then those final words from Matthew’s gospel, and they are radical! We don’t 
associate Matthew with being a radical gospel, establishment yes, traditional, historically 
accurate, yes but not radical and yet these few verses are radical, even slightly 
subversive. 
Jesus has summoned the disciples and they have obeyed, He states clearly the level of 
authority that has been given to him, full authority and immediately that goes head to head 
with the authority that Matthew has spent an entire gospel unpicking. But that was 
institutional authority, this is God-given and this authority, rooted in God, fulfilled in Jesus 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit includes all nations, all ethnicities, and all cultures. The 
mission Jesus gave the disciples was to pass on everything they have been taught, that 
mission is still at the heart of our faith today. 
It excludes no one. 
It does not differentiate by age or knowledge or orientation, or the colour of a person’s 
skin. 
It does stand with the oppressed, it does challenge the corridors of power. It will always 
seek justice and peace and unity. 
It will never cease to call out false prophets and those who claim to speak with an 
authority they have only assumed. 
In these few verses Matthew shares what it means to say ‘God with us’, what that means 
in practice, God doesn’t stand outside a church building with a posed Bible, God stands, 
crouches, kneels, lies down with those who need to see love in action. It would never be 
the will of God to threaten military force to supress a people who were exercising their 
right to hold an opinion and the more an individual professes to ‘know what God would 
want’ the less likely it is to be the case. Today, Trinity Sunday is as much our chance to 



say truthfully there is as much we do not know about the three in one and one is three as 
we do know; that is honesty and that is reflected in each and every relationship we have in 
our lives; we cannot be open only to one or two parts of the Trinity and ignore the others 
as we cannot simply choose which relationships matter. 
And no doctrine is required - just love.   
Amen. 
 
We sing together “Thou whose almighty word” 
 

Thou, whose almighty word 

Chaos and darkness heard, 

And took their flight; 

Hear us, we humbly pray, 

And where the Gospel day 

Sheds not its glorious ray, 

Let there be light! 

Thou, who didst come to bring 

On Thy redeeming wing, 

Healing and sight, 

Health to the sick in mind, 

Sight to the inly blind, 

Oh, now to all mankind 

Let there be light! 

Spirit of Truth and Love, 

Lifegiving, holy Dove, 

Speed forth Thy flight; 

Move on the water’s face, 

Bearing the lamp of grace, 

And in earth’s darkest place 

Let there be light! 

Holy and blessèd Three, 

Glorious Trinity, 

Wisdom, Love, Might! 

Boundless as ocean’s tide 

Rolling in fullest pride, 

Through the earth far and wide 

Let there be light! 

Lyrics by John Marriott (1780 – 1825). Public Domain. 



Our prayers of Intercession. 
 
Let us pray, 
God of peace, Lord of love, Spirit of hope – 
For our world we pray. 
Besieged by anger, enveloped in conflict, 
Its need of healing is evident, 
Its need of love overwhelming, 
Its need of united undoubted. 
 
Where anger has a stronghold, 
We pray for ears that will listen 
And hearts that will open. 
 
Where conflict seems unceasing, 
We pray for fists to become healing hands, 
And words to become prayers of confession. 
 
Where poverty is a constant reality, 
We pray for generosity of spirit 
And actions of compassion. 
 
Where faith has been found wanting, 
We pray for a renewed understanding of the great commission 
And courage to move feet that refuse to budge. 
 
Where life is fragile and time limited, 
We pray for the strength to bring comfort 
And the grace to be silent. 
 
Where we have been assumptions about faith, 
Ours and other peoples, 
We pray for honesty 
And the acknowledgement that we are all forever learning. 
Amen. 
 
 
We say together the Lord’s Prayer,  
Our Father, 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed by thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
For ever and ever, 
Amen. 
 
Let us share remotely in the grace, to and for each other, 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The love of God 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with us, 
And remain with us, 
Now and forever 
Amen. 
 
Until we meet again, think about the relationships  
that enfold you,  
uphold you  
and sustain you – and give thanks for them. 
Amen. 
 
  


