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Good morning and welcome to worship today. 
Let us join together as the people of God. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, 
Breathe into our lives, 
Blow through all that is settled, 
Revive that which has lost its impetus, 
Blow in us, through us and around us. 
 
Let us pray, 
Father, Son and Spirit, 
In your triune power we worship you. 
Blown away by the power of your love for us; 
Enfolded in the arms of your compassion, 
Energised by the witness we can offer. 
 
Father, Son and Spirit, 
This is a day for celebration, 
And we can do so, even though we are apart; 
Inspire us to see visions, 
To dream dreams, 
To understand your plan for your people 
And the part we have in that plan. 
 
Pour out your Spirit, 
Let it flow like the contours of a river, 
Leading us wherever you need us to be; 
Taking us to whoever has need of us, 
We pray for discernment of purpose, 
An end to self-judgement 
And a spirit that is open to the gifts your Spirit imparts. 
 
Gracious God, 
Your generosity is without end, 



Your peace is all-embracing, 
Help us as we celebrate this day 
To seek only that which you can give. 
In your name we pray;  
Amen. 
 
 

 
Our reading is from the book of Acts, Chapter 2, verses 1-21 
 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and 
filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be 
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit enabled them. 
Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation 
under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 
bewilderment, because each one heard him speaking in his own language. 
Utterly amazed, they asked: “are not all these men who are speaking 
Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native 
language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 
parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to 
Judaism); Cretans and Arabs – we hear them declaring the wonders of God in 
our own tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “what does 
this mean?” Some, however, made fun of them and said “They have had too 
much wine.” 
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the 
crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to 
you; listen carefully to what I say. These men are not drunk, as you suppose. 
It’s only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
“In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons 
and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men 
will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out 
my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. I will show wonders in the 
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of 
smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the 



coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 
This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
A few thoughts … 
 
So here we are, once again we have a major event in the church calendar and 
once again we are not where we should be … 
Like many people I have experienced a range of emotions during these past 
months, worry, shock, anger, dismay, an occasional panic - but I have to say 
that alongside that I also known times of hope and joy and those times have 
often been closely linked to the rhythm of church life. I have been made 
increasingly aware of how my life is guided by those specific times and now 
that I have this space to reflect I can better see their impact and so I have 
decided to try and use this gift wisely. 
Pentecost is a rather hectic time, this is the Sunday that marks the culmination 
of the season of Easter, it is the celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit and 
it is the time attributed to the birth of the Church. 
Our reading from Acts sets the scene for this somewhat miraculous event, 
Jerusalem was packed with many people, and that meant different dialects and 
no small amount of confusion as individuals tried to make themselves 
understood, no doubt employing all the means available to do so. For 
ourselves, living in a world where communication is everything and where we 
have the means for instant translation, this seems to be beyond what we’d 
describe today as acceptable and yet, into the confusion and the noise comes 
something which both enables understanding and increases common ground 
but also by replicating the message of the old has transformed it and made it fit 
for purpose for the future. 
 
That future which is going to be inclusive in a way previously only dreamt of, 
for it includes all those who previously had neither a voice nor status. The 
coming of the Holy Spirit frees them, liberates them, so they in turn can inspire 
others. The impact of the coming of the Holy Spirit had led some who had no 
comprehension of what they were witnessing to explain it by saying those 
affected were drunk, they ridiculed what they were not prepared to accept, let 
alone understand – the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is received in much the 



same way still: some seek and embrace fully, others will tread warily, quite 
possibly the warning, “handle with care” applies, for this is life-changing. 
Underestimate the power at your peril. 
This time is that attributed to the birth of the church, not in the way we see the 
church today, structured with a hierarchy and governing bodies, and 
denominations who each have their particular differences, but the early church 
which was a much more organic grouping, based around a shared faith but 
also a shared experience. It could be argued that what the church has become 
bears little resemblance to its first roots, rather it has been changed by the 
circumstances it finds itself in. And that asks what the church post-Covid 19 will 
look like … if we respond to, adapt to life-altering events, national testing, a 
global health crisis then we know going forward what we have known as 
church will change. Will we go back in order to move forward? Will we need a 
more organic approach? Will we question if our structures and systems are still 
fit for our purposes? 
Today, amidst the whirlwind of all that is happening, we listen for the still small 
voice of calm -  its language is no barrier but will we listen to its message? 
Amen. 
 
 
Our prayers of Intercession. 
 
Let us pray, 
Living Lord, 
Today we have heard the familiar words  
Of the life-transforming coming of the Holy Spirit. 
We pray for that same transforming power 
To be known afresh in our world. 
 
We recall the urgency of the time involved, 
Mere minutes – 
And we think of those who wait and wait and wait, 
Who long to know their lives transformed,  
but fail to understand the need for themselves  
to be open to receive such transformation. 
 
We think of those who have embraced such transformation 
With unlimited zeal and joy-filled hearts, 



Whose life and witness reflect the working of the Spirit 
Each and every day. 
We celebrate with them. 
 
We think of those whose attitudes are a barrier; 
Out of step with their communities, 
They see the fault with others, 
It is never their own. 
We pray for the Spirit to open their hearts 
And grant them compassion. 
 
Living Lord, 
Often life is messy, 
A mass of contradictions- 
We worship within a building,  
Yet you tell us to go and live out the gospel 
Wherever we need to be. 
Often we witness with a confidence 
That hides the fear within us. 
We talk about the coming of the Spirit, 
We pray for it, 
We yearn for it – 
Yet we are unnerved by its power. 
 
Lord of love, 
Inspire us to open our hearts and minds 
To the work of the Spirit, 
In us and through us, 
Blowing away all that limits our pleasure in life, 
All that creates a barrier between ourselves and you, 
All that shuts us off from the love we all need. 
Amen. 
 
We say together the Lord’s Prayer,  
Our Father, 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed by thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 



On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
For ever and ever, 
Amen. 
 
Let us share remotely in the grace, to and for each other, 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The love of God 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with us, 
And remain with us, 
Today and forever, 
Amen. 
 
Until we meet again, let the Spirit guide you, lead you and empower you. 
Amen. 
 
  


