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Good morning and welcome to worship today. 
Let us join together as the people of God. 
 
Summon your power, O God; 
Show us your strength, O God, as you have done before. 
Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth, 
Sing praise to the Lord. 
Proclaim the power of God, 
Whose majesty is over Israel, 
Whose power is in the skies. 
You are awesome, O God 
And we come to worship you. 
 
Let us pray 
God of all, 
Architect of the universe, 
You, who ordered its grand design – 
Your glory surrounds us. 
From the heavens to the seas; 
To each star in the sky, 
Through the ever-changing seasons, 
And in each man, woman and child, 
Each creature, 
Your glory is present, 
Shining through each one of us. 
Our work is our witness to you; 
Our worship our opportunity to articulate our love, 
We offer you praise and adoration, 
We seek your wisdom, 
Your divine revelation, 
We seek the strength only you can give, 
Show us once more your design for us, 
That in each and every encounter we have 
We make known your name in the world.  
Amen. 

 
 
 

 
 



Our Gospel reading is from John chapter 17, verses 1-11 
 
 

 
Read from the NIV by Richard Payler  

 

Jesus Prays to Be Glorified 

 

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may 

glorify you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that he 

might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now this is 

eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 

whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing 

the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your 

presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 

Jesus Prays for His Disciples 

6 “I have revealed you[a] to those whom you gave me out of the world. 

They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your 

word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from 

you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted 

them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they 

believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the 

world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I 

have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me 

through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still 

in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by 

the power of[b] your name, the name you gave me, so that they may 

be one as we are one. 

 
This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26766a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26771b


A few thoughts … 
 
It is a Welsh trait, to see a baby for the first time and decide which parent it looks like. 
Later on that extends to particular characteristics or mannerisms; it is almost as if there is 
a reluctance to see that individual as a person in their own right, that they have to be a 
visible part of the family to which they belong. My amazing and rather forthright Dad used 
to get really annoyed when this happened to me as a child and say “she looks like 
herself”, sometimes it worked and no more would be said, but not always. 
There is something of that idea of shared characteristics in today’s gospel; the sense that 
through the words of his prayer Jesus is shifting his glory to the disciples; the unique 
closeness of the relationship is now entering a new phase and arguably the most 
important. This is the transformative phase and it begins, not with a prayer full of anguish 
and lament, nor a prayer for the world, but something very specific. This is a prayer that 
shows the depth of Jesus’ love, not just for the Father, but also for his disciples. At this 
definitive hour Jesus’ thoughts are for those closest to him. This is an intrinsically personal 
prayer, a very intimate prayer, both in the language used and the requests made. It may 
be hard for us to come to terms with Jesus making requests in prayer, the usual practice is 
that he receives the requests of those who pray to him but here Jesus asks the Father to 
glorify him so he may do likewise; this is seen as a gift, something to bestow on one 
another, knowledge is to know someone not something and what Jesus is requesting is a 
new form of increased knowledge in which what was a relationship between two parties is 
extended to include the disciples. And in which all three give and reflect glory, but rather 
than see this as a dazzling light, which can almost blind by its power, rather it is an internal 
light which is seen through words and witness. 
Think for a moment of the impact this would have had on the disciples –  
Think also of the impact, that by confession of faith it has on the disciples of today –  
And who are they? 
And what do we look like as we continue to model the love of Jesus and reflect something 
of his glory? 
Is there any uniformity and if so, what kind?  Do we perhaps need to re-consider our 
ideas, re-configure our thinking once again to get past the means by which the world 
would evaluate such an idea, think back to my opening words, the idea of visible 
similarities or the same mannerisms; those can hold no place here, it isn’t about looking or 
sounding the same, but it is about working together for a common purpose; it is about 
reflecting the glory of God through our witness, it is about being united as disciples but still 
with that uniqueness that defines us as individuals. 
 Jesus said “I pray for them … for those you have given me … for they are yours”. 
Let us ensure that is so.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Our prayers of Intercession. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Lord of all, 
In these unprecedented times, 
We pray for the church –  
As we struggle to see the future, 
We learn once again to trust in you; 
Whilst we are no longer a wandering race, 
Still we are travellers on a journey whose destination is still to be fully revealed. 
Help us as we journey 
To better understand the need for patience, 
To fully comprehend the complexities of our calling, 
To welcome the time we need to equip us for the future. 
 
We pray for our Pastorate, 
Gathered from three communities, 
Missing both our contact and our connections. 
We pray for the leadership teams of the churches 
Working through this time, 
Offering pastoral care, 
Planning ahead, 
Trying to discern what shape the church will take in the future. 
 
We pray for our country, 
Especially during this week with its focus on mental health awareness; 
We pray for all who live with this illness, 
Those who have the coping strategies required, 
And those who are struggling at this time. 
We pray for an end to dismissive condemnation 
And a lack of sympathy borne from ignorance. 
We welcome new initiatives and support, 
Recognising their need, particularly at this time. 
 
Loving Lord, 
Help us to look beyond this day, 
To a horizon bright with promise, 
To restored friendship and enhanced relationships, 
To be once again with those we love. 
Amen. 
 
 



We say together the Lord’s Prayer,  
 
Our Father, 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed by thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
For ever and ever, 
Amen. 
 
Let us share remotely in the grace, to and for each other, 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The love of God 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with us, 
And remain with us, 
Today and forever, 
Amen. 
 
Until we meet again, consider how you reflect the love and care of others that Jesus 
modelled and consider if the glory he prayed for is reflected in you. 
 
Amen.  
 
  


