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Good morning and welcome to worship today. 
Let us join together as the people of God. 
 
Come and see what God has done, 
How awesome his works on man’s behalf! 
He turned the sea into dry land, 
They passed through the waters on foot –  
Come, let us rejoice in him. 
Praise our God, O peoples, 
Let the sound of his praise be heard. 
 
Let us worship God. 
 
Our opening prayer is from the URC Prayer Handbook, 
Let us pray, 
God you call us into your presence; 
To be present with you 
And present with one another. 
God you call us into conversation; 
To converse with you 
And to converse with one another. 
God you call us into turning; 
To turn afresh towards you 
And to turn once again to one another. 
 
Presence, conversation and turning. 
Making the unknown into the known. 
Making the unfamiliar into the familiar. 
 
In this we find revelation. 
From this, we know healing. 
Through this, we discover peace. 
Amen. 

 
Our Gospel reading is from John chapter 14, verses 15-21 
 
“If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father and he will give you 
another counsellor to be with you for ever – the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in 
you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me any 
more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realise that I am 
in my Father and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he 
is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and 
show myself to him.” 
This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 



A few thoughts … 
 
This may come as something of a surprise but I am not the best at being told what to do – I see the word 
‘no’ as a challenge and my family have long since worked out that a roundabout approach is best to 
achieve their desired aim for me, much more than a direct instruction. It is not that I have a desire to 
constantly rebel, I just like to know what lies behind the directive before I decide whether or not to do it. 
So I have some sympathy with the disciples who it seems are being ordered by Jesus: we are continuing 
our gospel from where we left it last week but now in those few verses we see something of the 
complexities of the future previously hinted, but now becoming real. Father, Son and Spirit are 
demonstrating a complex relationship with one another and with the disciples and this, like a river, ebbs 
and flows in different directions, sometimes going forward with ease, at others it stops and starts. These 
verses have so much within them that it’s impossible to understand fully on first reading what the future 
picture will look like, it is something akin to an endless round, if you love Jesus, then you’ll keep his 
commandments, and then and so on and so.  
It’s a bit exhausting. 
It’s about the connection between loving Jesus and keeping his commandments and if we agree to the 
first then we are commanded to do the second and by doing so hopefully our personal relationship with 
Jesus will grow and deepen. As that happens then more and more we will find ourselves modelling the 
love of Jesus for others … 
Under normal circumstances, that offers the potential for that the least, an interesting dialogue, and in this 
‘new normal’ the fullness of which is yet to be revealed unknown possibilities. How do we model Jesus in 
isolation? What tools do we have to help us connect, to reach out – and when life returns to a 
recognisable pattern, how do we keep those connections going? 
I began these thoughts by saying that I fight against being told what to do – by my fellow human beings 
certainly, but I have learnt that the divine command is something different, I can only hope that what I 
give is enough to find favour, or put another way, and in a nod to the fact that Thursday was Dylan 
Thomas Day, I think the words of the Rev. Eli Jenkins prayer, whilst deceptively simple, are worth 
reminding us that the basic premise remains, goodness and care of each other. And in the ever 
increasing complexities of daily life that we are asked to find a way through, these words take us back to 
what it is all about. 
“We are not wholly bad, or good 
Who live our lives under Milk Wood, 
And Thou, I know, wilt be the first 
To see our best side, not our worst.” 
Especially at times like these, we continue to try to do our best to make good Jesus’ command to love 
one another, we measure such not as success or failure, according to the judgement of society, but 
rather the impact our actions have to an individual or to our community. We can all achieve something 
significant if we do so in love.  
Amen. 
 
 
Our prayers of Intercession. 
 
Let us pray, 
Gracious Lord, 
Love is at the heart of all we do, 
All we know –  
We are made for love, 
Of each other, of you. 
 
 



We pray for those who believe themselves to be unlovable,  
Whose lives are empty of anyone special; 
Who long to share their life but feel it will never happen. 
 
We pray for those who have known love, 
Only to have it snatched from them, 
Before time – as if there would ever be a right time. 
 
We pray for those who rejoice in an abundance of love; 
Surrounded by family, friends,  
Who cannot imagine life without love, or understand for some 
It is a reality. 
 
We pray for bringers of love, 
Who reach out to those in need, 
To those alone, 
To those forgotten, 
To those abandoned. 
 
We pray for needers of love, 
Those written off, 
Those labelled failures, 
Those abused and used. 
 
Lord of Love, 
Your command is clear, 
Love one another. 
Help us to love ourselves 
So that the love we offer is love that is real, meaningful, experienced. 
Show us new ways of loving 
That reflect the love you give to us, 
The love that has the power to change the world. 
Amen. 
 
We say together the Lord’s Prayer,  
Our Father, 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed by thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
For ever and ever, 
Amen. 
 
 
 



Let us share remotely in the grace, to and for each other; 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The love of God 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with us, 
And remain with us, 
Today and forever, 
Amen. 
 
Until we meet again, 
Be challenged to abide where you are, 
To find grace in the small things, 
To be astounded by love in all things. 
 
Amen. 
 
  


