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Good morning and welcome to worship today. 
Let us join together as the people of God. 
 
Today we come to commemorate, not to celebrate, 
Today we stand silently, it is not a day for applause. 
There may be tears shed, 
For the empty places never filled, 
And time will not dull the memory or lessen the pain. 
So we come in worship, 
Thankful for the freedom to do so, 
And committing ourselves to the continued work of peace. 
 
Let us pray, 
Father God, 
The same throughout the ages, 
Changed not by time 
Or by humanities failures. 
The constant in our lives, 
In you we live and move and have our being, 
In you we learn and love and flourish. 
We come to worship you, 
Remembering the past, 
It’s impact on the present 
And how the present will shape our future. 
Be with us as we worship, 
Help us to place ourselves in your hands, 
Trusting in your plans for us, 
Secure in the knowledge that you will never abandon us. 
Amen. 

 
Our Gospel reading is from John chapter 14, verses 1-14 
 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s 
house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and 
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the 
place where I am going.” 
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we 
know the way?” 



Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the 
Father except through me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as 
well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 
Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you 
such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me? The words that I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living 
in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell 
you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do 
even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son many bring glory to the Father. You 
may ask me for anything in my name and I will do it. 
This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
A few thoughts … 
 
This weekend sees the 75th anniversary of VE Day, a day not to celebrate but to 
commemorate, a weekend which would have included ecumenical services, a concert in 
the Albert Hall, street parties, the country had even seen a change in the May bank 
holiday. 
For myself, I had planned a special service of commemoration, I had chosen both my 
readings and hymns … 
As so often happens however, the lectionary readings present an opportunity to marry 
both together.  
The gospel is one often read at funerals, but it has a wider meaning; Jesus is trying to 
explain the closeness of the relationship he has with the Father and how that will ensure 
the disciples are not left alone after his death, as they will travel on, Jesus will be both the 
means and the route they need to take, the way. That will see them commissioned for 
service and give them the means to do, as Jesus himself says, even greater things than 
he has done. 
I want to pick up on the idea of close relationships, broadly, that of relationships which 
happen that aren’t planned; for example, those forged through circumstance, in this case a 
war. Later on in the gospel Jesus says “greater love hath no man than this, that he lays 
down his life for his friends”, how much greater the love to do so in place of a comrade, or 
a stranger, or for a cause that would enable the world to live in peace? 
Another aspect of these commemorations, and possibly one slightly overlooked, is the 
privilege that is freedom. Freedom is not a right, nor is it to be taken lightly. As much as 
today we mark the peace that comes after war is ended so too must we remember the 



freedoms that came as well. And whilst we may struggle after six weeks of lockdown, what 
is it when put against six years of hardship? The gaps in shelves which limit the choice we 
expect are nothing when we remember the real hunger known during and post war years. 
And whilst these commemorations are not as planned I cannot help but think that those 
who fought would probably tell us that even life in lockdown can be a life lived well and of 
benefit to another, and to keep going … 
As the years go by those who were there become fewer and memories are now second or 
third hand, but we learn from the past and hopefully we learn not to repeat it. Out of 
everything produced for these commemorations, one comment stood out, the last ever 
message decoded by Bletchley Park from a German military radio network, it reads, 
“closing down for ever – all the best – Goodbye”. Even at the moment of clear defeat there 
was a wish for the best to those listening; a wish that clearly contains a hope for a better 
future, a wish for a new way and a new life; as Christians we would add that a part of that 
has to include truth; if ever we are to learn and to advance we need truth and honesty, we 
need forgiveness and an acknowledgement that nothing is as clear cut as it first seems. 
So today, think of those words of Jesus, “I am the way and the truth and the life” and take 
them as your example to live a life that reflects not just his sacrificial love but also the 
sacrifice of those whose lives were lost in the pursuit of peace and freedom. 
Amen. 
 
Our prayers of Intercession. 
 
Let us pray, 
Lord of life, 
For peace in our world we pray … 
A real peace, 
A lasting peace,  
A peace that acknowledges and respects the sacrifice 
Taken to achieve it. 
 
On this day we pray for those who gave their lives  
for peace and freedom; 
for the families left behind, 
for hearts that couldn’t heal 
and lives that were never the same again. 
 
We pray for those who came home – and never spoke, 
And those who needed to speak – to share – to inform. 
We think of those who served at home, 
And those whose war was private, bound by belief, captured by circumstances 
Judged by ignorance in the court of public opinion. 
 



As our country commemorates, 
Let us commemorate the freedoms we know, 
And pledge to never take them for granted. 
 
Loving Lord, 
This anniversary means different things in different countries; 
Help us to reflect our common humanity and not victor’s jubilation, 
We pray for the Royal British legion,  
For all military charities who work unceasingly 
For their members, but also to educate each generation. 
 
Lord, 
Help us never to take peace for granted, 
Or to abuse our freedoms, 
But remember always the cost behind them, 
To remember … and to give thanks. 
Amen. 
 
We say together the Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed by thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
For ever and ever, 
Amen. 
 
Until we meet again, give thanks for the freedom we know, 
remember those who gave their lives for the sake of freedom 
and honour their memory in the way they would ask of us. 
Amen. 
 
  


