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Good Morning, 
Welcome to our worship for Easter Day. 
Christ is risen, 
He is risen indeed. 
Alleluia. 
 
Let us worship God 
Let us pray. 
Risen Lord, 
We gather to worship on this day, 
This day of Joy, 
This day of resurrection. 
The darkness has been defeated, 
Death has lost its sting. 
 
Risen Lord, 
On this day, 
So special to your people, 
Our hearts resound with the great Easter hymns, 
We rejoice in the freedom we know, 
Freedom that came at a price 
Paid by no other, 
Freedom we can never take for granted. 
 
Risen Lord, 
We adore you, 
We give ourselves over to this time, 
We worship you 
Amen. 
 
Our gospel reading is Matthew chapter 28, verses 1-10 
 
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went 
to look at the tomb. 
There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the 
tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were 
white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. He is not here, he is risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then 
go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. 
There you will see him’. Now I have told you”. 



So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 
Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and 
worshipped him. 
Then Jesus said to them, “do not be afraid, go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will 
see me.” 
This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The city was deathly still, huddled behind closed and bolted doors the inhabitants stayed together, 
stayed with their own; to be outside was to attract the interest of the authorities. 
So begun the first Easter Day, not the day of celebration that it has become, something quite 
different, it was raw with grief for the family and friends of Jesus, it was fraught with danger for his 
followers who were persons of interest to those scared of potential unrest amongst the people and 
for those stuck in the city; those who had witnessed the events of the last days it was a place to 
escape from as soon as possible. 
A very different day. 
Yet despite the lurking danger two women decide to go and see the tomb where Jesus had been 
laid. Usually on this day we rely heavily on our imagination – but this is a different Easter Day and 
as a result I believe our senses may be a little more finely tuned to the risk they took. 
But Jesus was their Lord and their friend, and they needed to be close to him. 
So they go. 
And the events of this miraculous day begin to unfold. 
Matthew’s version has two key elements, those of surprise and joy. Jesus had told his disciples 
that he would suffer and die and rise on the third day, they would not believe the first part and they 
could not believe the second, those elements are still put before Jesus’ followers today, unlike the 
disciples we see them as the complete story of Jesus’ earthly ministry, but like the disciples we too 
fall short regarding the surprise element. 
The surprise element was a result of theophany, the surprising presence and power of God, who 
else but God could have brought to pass the scene that met the women; it was clear from the 
reaction of the guards that this was not the work of any human hand. 
It would be a good thing if we allowed ourselves to rediscover the surprise element of this day, they 
know the joyous element, we know it and live it, we extol it, it is what keeps us going through Lent, 
through the ups and downs of Holy Week, but we have sacrificed the surprise and we need to 
reclaim it. 
 
Maundy Thursday this year saw the 75th anniversary of the death of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, executed 
for his opposition to Hitler and the Nazis; Bonhoeffer said “where it is recognised that the power of 
death has been broken, there one takes from life what it offers, not all or nothing, but joy and pain. 
One doesn’t cling anxiously to life but neither throws it lightly away”. The surprise of Easter Day 
reminds us not just of the power over death but of the need to see life in all its fullness each and 
every day and I know that takes on a more intense need right now. 
Bonhoeffer died aged 39, long before his time, he sacrificed his life, not in place of the world but 
that the world may move closer to an achievable peace. His crime was not that he betrayed his 
country but that his love for his Saviour meant he could not sit by and do nothing. 
 
So this Easter Day rediscover the joy of surprise. 



Give thanks for life in all its fullness, bought by the life, death and resurrection of our Lord and 
Saviour. 
And let us make real the words of the triumphant Easter Hymn, 
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
Life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife; 
Make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love; 
Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above: 
 
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
Endless is the victory thou o’er death has won. 
In the name of the risen Christ, 
Amen. 
 
For Easter Day, a prayer of Assurance, written by Nick Fawcett. 
Let us pray, 
Living God, 
We come to you on this day of celebration, 
Conscious that there is so much in our lives 
That is uncertain, 
So much we cannot predict, 
So much we neither know nor understand. 
Assure us of the victory you have won in Christ. 
 
Remind us once more through this season 
That in all the changes and chances of this world 
You are an unchanging rock, 
An unfailing deliverer, 
And an everlasting hope. 
Assure us of the victory you have won in Christ. 
 
Remind us, as we continue to celebrate Easter 
In the days ahead, 
That your love continues through all things, 
And your presence is with us in all things. 
Assure us of the victory you have won in Christ. 
 
Living God, 
Be among us now, we pray, through the risen Christ. 
Help us to hear his voice, 
To offer him our service, 
And to offer you our praise. 
Assure us of the victory you have won in Christ, 
For in his name we ask it, 
Amen. 
 
We join our prayers together, praying the prayer Jesus taught us, 
Our Father, 



Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed by thy name, 
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our trespasses 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power and the glory, 
For ever and ever, 
Amen. 
 
If Easter says anything to us today, it says this: 
You can put truth in a grave, but it won’t stay there. 
You can nail it to a cross, wrap it in winding sheets 
And shut it up in a tomb, but it will rise. 
 
Christ is risen, he is risen indeed. 
Alleluia. 
 
In the name of the risen Christ, 
Whose love was stronger than death. 
In the name of the risen Christ, 
Whose death brought hope to the world. 
In the name of the risen Christ, 
Whose hope is without equal or end. 
Amen. 
 
Until we meet again may the hope and joy of the Risen Christ be with you and yours, 
Amen. 
 
 
 


