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Good Morning, I welcome you and invite you to join with me in worship today. 
These are unsettling times, uncertain and unprecedented times. 
We come together, gathered not in our usual place of worship but united nonetheless. 
We come, as Christians to acknowledge the hope that is within us, and to pray for that right now. 
So let us worship God. 
 
Let us pray, 
Almighty God, 
Through the darkness, you brought light 
And that light has never been extinguished; 
Though at times it may have dimmed, 
Thought at times the darkness may have threatened to overcome it, 
Your light has still shone through. 
 
We come to you now, 
Needing your light, 
Looking for the strength it promises, 
Clinging to the hope it gives. 
 
Eternal God, 
Still our minds and hearts 
Let our worship be our focus for this time, 
We ask it in your name, 
Amen. 
 
We read Psalm 46 
God is our refuge and strength, 
An ever-present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 
And the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
Though its waters roar and foam 
And the mountains quake with their 
Surging. 
 
There is a river whose streams make 
Glad the city of God, 
The holy place where the Most High dwells. 
God is within her, she will not fall; 
God will help her at break of day. 
Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; 
He lifts his voice, the earth melts. 



The Lord Almighty is with us; 
The God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 
Come and see the works of the Lord, 
The desolations he has brought on the earth: 
He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth; 
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear, 
He burns the shields with fire. 
Be still, and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth. 
 
The Lord Almighty is with us; 
The God of Jacob is our fortress. 
Amen. 
 
 
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times” the opening words of Charles Dickens, A Tale 
of Two Cities and words which seem so apt right now. For Dickens they formed the beginning of 
his analysis of 18th century England and France, for us now, a people unsure and anxious, they 
are perhaps indicative of how life has changed seemingly in the blink of an eye, and from which no 
one, no country is immune. 
For some time the idea of ‘virtual church’ has been discussed, that concept is now becoming a 
reality as we worship together from our homes. One comment this week has been that whilst we 
cannot join together for a service we can still worship together and we do so now. 
This will be increasingly important in the weeks and months ahead, important for the chance to 
know we are still connected to our church family, to Christians in Malmesbury, Cricklade, Royal 
Wootton Bassett and our country as a whole; now, more than ever do we need to make good the 
hope that is in us. 
 
The words of the psalmist are words of great hope, we sing them in worship to the Dambusters 
tune, and the words themselves evoke images of the destructive power of nature, of that which 
can be wrought by wrong action. 
But they speak also of restoration, of the need to remove ourselves from all that is going on around 
us and focus on God, listening for God, seeking God amidst all the chaos of the world. 
 
That message is one I offer to you today, we know this is a life-changing moment in history where 
much will be asked of us, we know that the shape of our country will be very different when this 
ends, but we will come through, Dickens continues his opening paragraph with the words “it was 
the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair”, and whilst we may need to change the seasons 
around, the promise of spring, with its new life is not too far away. 
 
Today is Mothering Sunday, a day when families try and come together. As I write those words I 
know that this will be a very different Mothering Sunday, contact with those we love the most is 
now at a distance and that will continue for the foreseeable future, we are not meant to be apart 
from each other or to be isolated from each other – these are the worst of times but perhaps, if we 



rediscover anew the blessings that we have ceased to think about then they may become the best 
of times once more. 
I urge you to look out for each other, to stay in touch with each other, to pray for each other, for our 
town, our nation and to know the presence of God surrounding us with His love and care. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray, 
Lord of light, Lord of Love 
We pray to you –  
For our country, our world as we try to understand and make sense 
Of this time; 
For Governments and leaders, 
That they work for all and share any breakthroughs there may be. 
For our NHS, all its support staff and those who work in social care, 
Dedicated and resolute, 
Putting the lives of others first, often risking their own. 
For the scientists, seen as our greatest hope, 
Calm reassurance in the midst of chaotic jumbles of words. 
For the millions of workers who are keeping the country going, 
The unsung heroes who will never again go unnoticed. 
 
We pray for families, separated from loved ones, 
Unsure when or if they will meet again- 
Loving Lord, 
Bless all we love and are apart from at this time. 
 
Lord of hope, 
We join together in the prayer you taught us 
 
Our Father, 
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil, 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory. 
Forever and ever, Amen. 
 
God of life, 
May the promise of the sunrise 
Be echoed in our minds. 
May the warmth of the midday sun 



Flow through our hearts. 
May the peace of the sunset 
Touch our souls. 
And when life seems dark 
Teach us to remember even then you are with us 
And that we will again see your light. 
In the name of Christ, 
Amen. 
 
We join in the grace together, 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The love of God 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you and remain with you 
This day and forever, 
Amen. 
 
Until we meet again – Amen. 
 
 
 
 


