
Church Diary for January
Thursday 2nd and Saturday 4th January from 10.30am
Taking Christmas decorations down, come and help if you can, just
Christmas tree on Thursday to stow it in toy shed.

Thursday 9th January 7pm
Elders meeting

Monday 13th January 6pm
Church curry night at Ganges, please let Joy know to secure your place if
you’d like to be included

Sunday 26th January
Congregation led service, with a short Church Meeting afterwards
followed by lunch at the Five Bells …. Please let Joy know so she can
include you in the lunch numbers if you’d like to come along….
And introducing for the first time, before the service, an opportunity to have
breakfast, yes breakfast, (tea, coffee, croissants, cereal…) at church from
9:45 in the church hall.

For your February Diary
Look out for practice date for World Day of Prayer Service, to be held at St
Bartholomew's Church this year on 6th March.

Hive Toddler Group for parents, carers, and babies and toddlers,
               meets Thursday mornings, 9.30-11.30

Contact details
Minister
Revd Sarah Simpson 32 Niebull Close Reeds Farm Malmesbury SN16 9TX     Tel: 01666 826866

Church Secretary and
Serving Elder

Serving Elder, Preacher Booking,
Foodbank Voucher Issue

Church Treasυrer and
Serving Elder

Joy Mattis 01793 848328 Fiona Butler 01793 849075 Jenny Stratton  07818 450651

Serving Elder Pastoral Visitor and Serving Elder Hall Booking Contacts
Andrew Crown 01793 330502 Mrs E.Henly 01793 848712 Ron & Margaret Wills

ronwills1940@tiscali.co.uk
Web-site wburc.org.uk
Find us on Facebook
Twitter @rwburc

Web-site and newsletter editor
Jenny Stratton  01793 850310
jennystratton35@gmail.com

Services
Sunday services begin at 10:30am

5th            Terry Riches
                       including Holy Communion
12th          Revd Andrew Francis
19th          Rev Roy Lowes
26th          Church worship team led by Joy Mattis

Tea and coffee will be served after the service. Please stay and enjoy this time
of fellowship with us. Welcome to any visitors today, please make yourself

known to any one of us.
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Power through unity
Ian Fosten, in URC Handbook, for 26th January 2020,

                                 with reading 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Dear God,
there seems to be something deeply flawed
in your intention for how humanity should live -
harmoniously and at peace.
We fail, often, more often than not.
Are you at fault?
Have you set the bar too high?
Or is it our choice to break up and divide society,
our communities, our families, even ourselves?

God of all
that is wholesome and complete,
as I long for the world around
to show collaboration not competition;
as I recognise, all too readily, divisive faults in other people,
begin in me your work of growing up towards maturity and peace.
Refresh my friendship with you, refresh my acceptance of myself,
that out of that experience
I may learn to welcome my neighbour
As you have welcomed me.



Rotas for January
Church
Flowers

Welcome Vestry Notices Readers Communion Tea

5th Isobel Jack Fiona Joy Andrew, Jenny Joy, Jenny Andrew, Fiona

12th Jenny Joy Eileen Joy Ron, Margaret Jenny, Tom

19nd Angela Eileen Jack Joy Lorna, Fiona Jack. Isobel

26th Margaret Lorna Joy Joy Nicky, Jenny Andrew, Eileen

An idea for 2020
HOPE Together is inviting Christians of all denominations to pray for
20 minutes on the 20th of every month, throughout 2020, each evening
at 20:20. The initiative is for an intentional, strategic and spirit-filled
year of mission across the UK called Advance 2020.

A Salisbury diocese event, via St Bartholomew’s Church
Walking with Jesus
- a day exploring how to be a disciple, or follower, of Jesus
- with Debbie Orriss, Diocesan Discipleship Co-ordinator

Saturday 25th January 2020, 10am – 3.30pm
The Marden House Centre, New Road, Calne. SN11 0JJ

This isn’t a day for ‘experts’ or especially ‘holy’ people, but a way of helping all of us to
learn from each other’s experiences of life and faith. We will explore together what it
means to be a disciple, or follower of Jesus - how we ‘walk with Jesus’ as we deepen
our relationship with Him: through prayer, engaging with scripture, and how we help
others to become disciples. How does our faith relate to the whole of our lives,
throughout our lives?

There will be times for listening, and for discussion – and if you’ve found a book or a
painting, or a piece of music (or anything!) that has helped you in your walk with
Jesus, do bring it along.

We will begin the day with worship, and end it by gathering around the Lord’s table. My
prayer is that it will be a special time of learning and growing together as a deanery.

Debbie Orriss is Discipleship Coordinator for Salisbury Diocese, with over twenty
years’ experience of ministry as a Church Army Evangelist, including enabling adults
in ministry and mission. She is passionate about people growing in faith,
discovering how much God loves them.

If you would like to come please let the Revd Bob Kenway know via email at:
rakenway@gmail.com  And please bring with you something to share for a Bring and
Share lunch.

Murmurings from the Manse

I always wanted to live in the twenties.

A time of great change, many advances and new opportunities.
A time when political leaders and thoughts were challenged.
A time when deference, previously taken for granted was
questioned.
A time of massive excitement, when each day was a blank
canvas just awaiting an individual’s imprint.
I always wanted to live in the twenties.
Now it seems I shall – as we enter a new decade.
A time of great change awaits, it has already begun.
A time where deference is already a huge debate which is
polarising our country.
A time, not of massive excitement but of a blank page whose
glaring whiteness reflects the level of anxiety about the future.
The 1920s have become symbolic but at the time I am sure they
were not viewed through such positive eyes, they are what we
have made them.
The 2020s will also be what we make of them, it is a massive
responsibility but also a massive opportunity to make a real
difference.
Recently much has been spoken about the changing role of the
church, we are not always quick to embrace change but I think
that we no longer have that option – the future depends on us.

We are all about to enter the twenties.
Let’s see what we can make of them.

Sarah

Our collections from our Christmas Carol service
and the church Christmas card raised £160 to be
donated to the YMCA’s Roomsponsor appeal,
supporting homeless young people.


