
Church Diary for December
Christmas Tree Festival at St Bart's
Friday 29th  10-4, 6- 8 Saturday 10- 5, Sunday 11 - 4, Monday 10 - 4

Sunday 1st St Bart’s 4.00pm
Special Joint Songs of Praise service

7pm Wednesdays, December 4th, 18th

Bible Study at St Bart’s Church Croft

Saturday 7th 10-midday
Musical Christmas Coffee Morning, with mince pies

Saturday 14th St Bartholomew’s Church  7.30pm
RWB Orchestra Christmas Concert
Tickets: £8 on the door or contact@rwbo.org.uk

Tuesday 24th 6pm
Christmas Eve Carol Service

For your New Year’s Diary
Church curry night
Friday 13th January 6pm

Hive Toddler Group for parents, carers, and babies and toddlers,
               meets Thursday mornings, 9.30-11.30

Contact details
Minister
Revd Sarah Simpson 32 Niebull Close Reeds Farm Malmesbury SN16 9TX     Tel: 01666 826866

Church Secretary and
Serving Elder

Serving Elder, Preacher Booking,
Foodbank Voucher Issue

Church Treasυrer and
Serving Elder

Joy Mattis 01793 848328 Fiona Butler 01793 849075 Jenny Stratton  07818 450651

Serving Elder Pastoral Visitor and Serving Elder Hall Booking Contacts
Andrew Crown 01793 330502 Mrs E.Henly 01793 848712 Ron & Margaret Wills

ronwills1940@tiscali.co.uk
Web-site wburc.org.uk
Find us on Facebook
Twitter @rwburc

Web-site and newsletter editor
Jenny Stratton  01793 850310
jennystratton35@gmail.com

Services
Sunday services begin at 10:30am

1st            Revd Sarah Simpson
                       including Holy Communion
8th            Revd Andrew Francis
15th          Martin Osman
22nd         Julian Priddle
29th          Martin Osman
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Tea and coffee will be served after the service. Please stay and enjoy this time
of fellowship with us. Welcome to any visitors today, please make yourself

known to any one of us.

Christmas Eve Carols 6pm
All are invited to our well loved service: we will dim
the lights and light the little lights during the first
carol. It will be led by Revd Andrew Francis with

help from the congregation.
Afterwards there will be mince pies and tea and

coffee in the hall.

The collection at the Carols service this year, collected in
Christmas stockings, will, as always, be donated to a

children’s charity.

Christmas Day
Morning Service 10am

We are invited to join the Methodist Church for Worship

Wishing you a very merry Christmas!



Rotas for December
Church
Flowers

Welcome Vestry Notices Readers Communion Tea

1st Isobel Lorna Jack Andrew Jenny, Andrew Jenny,
Andrew

Ron, Margaret

8th Jenny Joy Eileen Andrew Jade, Jack Andrew, Joy

15th Angela Jack Joy Andrew Ron, Margaret Jenny, Eileen

22nd Margaret Eileen Andrew Andrew Lorna, Fiona Jack, Isobel

29th Eileen Lorna Jenny Andrew Nicky, Jenny Lorna, Joy

The closing prayer, by Lorna,
at our service on Remembrance Sunday

Lord as we leave this place today, enlighten our minds with truth;
Inflame our hearts with love; inspire our will with courage: and
enrich our lives with service,
Pardon what we have done and bless the things that we will do
during the week;
Yours will be the glory of our deeds and ours the eternal
salvation.
Amen.

Murmurings from the Manse

It was a letter in a broadsheet – very cleverly written.
It told the story of Mary and Joseph, a couple of refugees who had
come to this country.

It made clear what they were entitled to, which wasn’t a great deal
but pointed out that it wasn’t too much of a problem because
Joseph, being a carpenter had ‘transferrable skills’.

On social media there is an account called The Natwivity
@Natwivity run by the public issues team which encourages us to
“follow the star throughout December and dig deeper into what the
nativity has to offer us today”.

Clearly the message this coming Christmas is one of
engaging with the story and seeing it not just in its historical
context but also in terms of our lives today. And I think that is
something we are slow to do. Possibly because this time of
year is so busy, so much is ‘needed’ to be done that it seems
Christmas is upon us before we pause and consider it once
again.

That seems to me to be a wrong set of priorities, I write this
just before Advent begins, the Sunday known as Christ the
King, as we look at a kingship like no other, a kingship that
gives but doesn’t take, a kingship that has neither palace or
boundary walls, a kingship that never accumulates treasures
or seeks wealth, a kingship that led to the cross.

So let us try this year to follow the star, to see its tentative light
grow into dazzling brightness; let us enjoy the journey and as
Graham Kendrick says, “be seekers and dreamers, mystical
travellers, believers – risking it all on a star” – for the source of that
star gave his life for us. Surely we can give him some of our time
this Christmas.

Sarah


