
Services
Sunday services begin at 10:30am

4th                 Bernard Crabb
including Holy Communion

Services for 100th Anniversary of Armistice Day
Our service on Sunday 11th November will be at the
earlier time of 10am -10.40 and will be led by Revd Terry
Riches, followed by a service at the war memorial 10.50-
11.10, then on to St Barts Church 11.30-12

18th               Bernard Crabb
25th               Brian Elkington

Royal Wootton Bassett
United Reformed Church

November 2018 Newsletter

Welcome to any visitors today,
please make yourself known to any one of us.

The Town’s war memorial will be the focus for the British
Legion’s ceremony marking 100 years since the ending of the
first world war. It shows the world held in four hands.

Thanks to Sheridan Parsons for this photograph
from her website, woottonbassettinthegreatwar.uk



Rotas for November
Church
Flowers

Welcome Vestry Notices Readers Communion Tea

4th Angela Jack Fiona Jenny Lorna, Andrew Jenny, Jack Andrew, Fiona
11th

Early
service

Margaret Lorna Jenny Richard Fiona, Nicky No teas

18th Eileen Nicky Jack Andrew Ron, Margaret Jack, Isobel

25th Isobel Eileen Andrew Richard Richard, Jenny Lorna, Eileen

For your December Diary
Saturday 1st  10am
Christmas decorations to be put up in Church
           - many hands make light work

Sunday 2nd

Joint Advent service at Malmesbury - no service at RWB

Saturday 8th 12-2pm
Musical Christmas coffee and mince pies

Christmas Eve 6pm
Carol service

Purchase your own RWB United Reformed Church pen!
Great quality ballpoint with a soft touch stylus - use your phone with
your gloves on! Only £1.50 - see Joy or Jenny

Our quiz on 19th October raised £56 and the winners, Andrew
Francis’ team, chose to donate to the DEC for the Indonesia
Tsunami Appeal. Thanks to Joy for being quizmaster and to
everyone who came.

Sunday 11th November
Please note the High Street will be closed for Remembrance Day
parade from 10:00 to 15:00 from the Coxstalls roundabout to the
junction of New Road and Whitehill Lane

Sunday 25th November
Sunday charges are due to start in Wood Street and Borough Fields
car parks.



Murmurings from the Manse
In the 100 days leading up to Remembrance Sunday 2018 I have
been following the Remembrance 100 initiative. Each day has been
very different and some have resonated more than others.
One which remains in my mind is the story of a woman who recalled
her Great-Uncle’s death at the Somme, his commanding officer wrote
to her grandmother recalling his final moments when he smoked a
cigarette. She recounted that her Uncle had never smoked and that
letter, instead of bringing some solace had increased the family’s
distress.
The CO would have thought he was trying to help – his intentions
were for the best.
It was supposed to be ‘the war to end all wars’, the so called Great
War; its horrors and its death toll deemed sufficient to deter any other
country from going down the same path; we know that wasn’t the
case and we are still learning its lessons 100 years after the guns fell
silent.
Those who fought left as boys and returned as men, that’s if they
returned home, the foreign lands the final resting place for so many.
Those who returned were never the same, their silence with regard
to all they had endured and witnessed speaking louder than any
words.
The land promised to be fit for heroes found itself unable to cope,
without the resources and means to support the men or their families.
The wounds that never healed, the disfigured faces that scared the
children, the missing limbs …
None of this had been expected, they were fighting for peace, for the
end of violence and fear.
There was a naïve idealism about 1914 that was soon dispelled, 100
years from when the guns fell silent for the last time it falls to us not
just to remember and commemorate their sacrifice but to resolve to
continue to work for peace. Peace is not just the absence of war, to
live in peace means forgiveness and reconciliation with those who
were previously our enemies.

Let us pray for peace, the end of conflict, the absence of war and let
us resolve to play our part in making that happen.

In his name
Sarah



Church Diary for November
Prayer for RWB
Saturday 3rd 10.30-12  14 Betjeman Ave
We are invited to join the Bennetts, formerly of the Community Church
to pray for the town. This follows on from prayers under the Town Hall.

Sacred Heart Church’s Autumn Concert ‘Celebrating St Cecilia’
in collaboration  with RWB Choral Society
Saturday 17th  7.30pm Sacred Heart Church

Swindon Orchestra Concert - Nicky is playing the cello
Sunday 18th 7.30pm St Joseph’s College

St Barts Church Christmas Tree Festival
Our music group are playing on Thursday 29th 6.30-8pm

Town Christmas Lights Evening
Friday 30th November 6pm

Hive Toddler Group for parents, carers, and babies and toddlers,
               meets Thursday mornings, 9.30-11.30

Contact details
Minister
Revd Sarah Simpson 32 Niebull Close Reeds Farm Malmesbury SN16 9TX     Tel: 01666 826866

Church Secretary and
Serving Elder

Serving Elder, Preacher Booking,
Foodbank Voucher Issue

Church Treasυrer and
Serving Elder

Joy Mattis 01793 848328 Fiona Butler 01793 849075 Jenny Stratton  07818 450651
jennystratton35@gmail.com

Serving Elder Pastoral Visitor and Serving Elder Serving Elder
Richard Jacob
richard.jacob52@outlook.com

Mrs E.Henly 01793 848712 Andrew Crown 01793 330502

Web-site wburc.org.uk
Find us on Facebook
Twitter @rwburc

Web-site and newsletter editor
Jenny Stratton  01793 850310
jennystratton35@gmail.com

Hall Booking Contacts
Ron & Margaret Wills
ronwills1940@tiscali.co.uk


