
Church Diary for September
Elevenseys at Jack & Isobel’s
Saturday 1st Please coordinate with them about what you can bring.

Ride and Stride
Saturday 8th Manning church signing in point 10am to 6pm, rota
displayed on internal church notice board

MARIE CURIE Coffee Morning raffle, cakes,produce, etc.
Saturday 8th 10.00am to 1.00pm St Bartholomew’s Church Croft

Bible Society Action Group afternoon tea
Sunday 16th  3.00-5.00pm at the Croft. Tickets £4.50

Induction of Revd Sarah Simpson as Minister
at Cricklade United Church
Friday 28th  7pm
Please let Eileen know by 16th Sept if you are planning to attend, for catering.

Musical Afternoon Tea
Saturday 29th  2-4pm

Musical in a Day
Saturday 29th 10am workshop, 6pm performance Cricklade United
Church

Hive Toddler Group for parents, carers, and babies and toddlers,
               meets Thursday mornings, 9.30-11.30

Contact details
Minister
Revd Sarah Simpson 32 Niebull Close Reeds Farm Malmesbury SN16 9TX     Tel: 01666 826866

Church Secretary and
Serving Elder

Serving Elder, Preacher Booking,
Foodbank Voucher Issue

Church Treasυrer and
Serving Elder

Joy Mattis 01793 848328 Fiona Butler 01793 849075 Jenny Stratton  01793 850310
jennystratton35@gmail.com

Serving Elder Pastoral Visitor and Serving Elder Serving Elder
Richard Jacob
richard.jacob52@outlook.com

Mrs E.Henly 01793 848712 Andrew Crown 01793 330502

Web-site wburc.org.uk
Find us on Facebook
and Twitter @rwburc

Web-site and newsletter editor
Jenny Stratton  01793 850310
jennystratton35@gmail.com

Hall Booking Contacts
Ron & Margaret Wills
ronwills1940@tiscali.co.uk

Services
Sunday services begin at 10:30am

2nd                  Revd Sarah Simpson
                       including Holy Communion
9th                   Revd Adrian Heath
16th                 Terry Riches
23rd                 Revd Andrew Francis
30th                 Revd Sarah Simpson
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Tea and coffee will be served after the service.
Please stay and enjoy this time of fellowship with us.

The God of Autumn
Our thoughts turn to you, O God of life,
As the seasons turn and the days draw in;
As holidays end and school begins;
As harvest comes to the fertile ground.

You, O God of life, cause the flowers to blossom,
the animals to skip with life,
the birds to sing their song,
the earth to become alive, and to rest.

May we ever appreciate your loving hand
and nurture the works you have created.
Help us to praise you this season and every season.
Give us the joy of your harvest;
Give us rest in the resting of the earth.

Deseta Davis   From URC Prayer Handbook 2018
© The United Reformed Church

Welcome to any visitors today,
please make yourself known to any one of us.



Rotas for September
Church
Flowers

Welcome Vestry Notices Readings Communion Tea

2nd Margaret Lorna Fiona Andrew Jenny, Lorna Andrew, Jenny Jack, Is
9th Eileen Jack Jenny Joy Nicky, Andrew Ron, Margaret
16th Isobel Nicky Andrew Joy Ron. Margaret Eileen, Jenny

23rd Jenny Joy Jack Joy Richard, Jack Lorna, Andrew

30th Angela Eileen Joy Joy Brian, Fiona Joy, Fiona

Sing a Musical in a Day
A team from Christian Music Ministries will be coming to
Cricklade United Church on Saturday 29 September 2018 to run
a scratch “musical in a day”. The musical will be Jairius’ Daughter
and the team will provide the conductor and the musicians. The
conductor will be Annie Routley who did such a great job in
leading Apostle last year. All we need are singers and
participants!
We can’t stress enough that this is a fun event, suitable for all
ages and all levels of musical ability and none! All that is needed
is a willingness to participate.
The day will start at 10am and will culminate with a performance
of Jairus’ Daughter at 6pm in the early evening.
Further information is available from Mary Coole (01793 751020)

Happy Birthday in September to Jack Fairgrieve,
Angela Bell and  Haydn Butler

Cricklade joins the Pastorate
Sarah will become Minister for Cricklade United Church from
October 1st. A Service of Induction for Sarah will be held at
Cricklade on Friday 28th September at 7pm and all will be
welcome to join in this moment. Please let Eileen know if you can
go, to help plan catering.

Murmurings from the Manse

It was the story of a small chapel in the Welsh valleys, built in the 19th
century and now kept going by one member. A small community which
has lost all its amenities, save for the local pub and the chapel.

The newspaper article, sympathetically written told the story of the one
man who still remained, photographed sitting alone in a pew
surrounded by dusty Bibles, broken windows boarded up with
cardboard and with well established cobwebs.

It was a story told many times before, different communities, different
chapels, different individuals determined to keep open the doors, but
for each story the fight to continue is intrinsically personal.

Our faith is bound up with our story of where we are and how we have
witnessed in that place, the walls of the sanctuaries sing out of those
whose witness is as much a part of the fabric as the cement holding
together the bricks.

There is always sadness in these stories as well as something of “there
but for the grace of God go I”.
We are not meant to be either secure or complacent in our own church
situation, it can change in the blink of an eye, and by the same
measure we know all too well what it is like to feel threatened.

I am so conscious that from next month my time with you will be
drastically reduced, I am concerned about what that means and the
extra it is going to ask of you.

I find it very hard to be a ‘hands off’ Minister as you know and my
concern is how we keep going what we already do, let alone think of
new ways of witnessing to Christ and building up the Kingdom.

There is no easy answer – we are small in number and already
stretched, we need to be realistic, we also need to keep asking the
question ‘is this what God wants us to do’?

So we go forward – in trust and in hope, in faith and in unity, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Sarah


