
Services
Sunday services begin at 10:30am

1st                   Easter Day Service Revd Sarah Simpson
                       including Holy Communion
8th                   Revd Andrew Francis
15th                 Terry Riches
22nd                Bernard Crabb
29th                 Bernard Crabb
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Murmurings from the Manse

“Now the green blade rises” is the opening line from one of my favourite
seasonal
hymns (R&amp;S 243), it doesn’t matter when Easter comes, how far it
is removed from the first day of Spring, it is a hymn I have to sing at
Eastertime because for me, it talks about not just the new life that
comes from the Resurrection but more so of the amazing and renewing
divine love that not even death can kill.

I love Easter, I rejoice in the title ‘Easter People’, if I could only
celebrate one part of the Christian year it would be Easter, but my
concern is that we don’t continue the celebrations as long as we
should. Lent takes time, we know that and it is meant to – but when we
come to remember the last week of Jesus’ life we are so engrossed in
fitting everything in and doing so in proper order that when it gets to
Easter Day it is almost the final act before the curtain falls and we catch
our breath before Pentecost.
Why can’t we be Easter People 365 days of the year?
Easter is about divine love breaking through death itself, a reminder of
God’s promise and Jesus’ sacrifice: Easter is about the transformation
of the ordinary into the extra-ordinary, Easter is about the power and
authority of God completely destroying any power humankind may think
it has when it is not for the good of all. Continued overleaf



Rotas for April
Church
Flowers

Welcome Vestry Notices Readings Communion Tea

1st Eileen Jack Andrew Andrew Jack, Richard Richard,
Eileen

Jack, Isobel

8th Isobel Richard Jenny Andrew Jenny, Andrew Andrew, Fiona

15tth Jenny Nicky Fiona Andrew Fiona, Nicky Eileen, Jenny

22nd Angela Eileen Joy Andrew Jenny, Lorna Ron, Margaret

29th Doreen Joy Doreen Andrew Ron, Margaret Joy, Fiona

Happy Birthday this month to  Bob Adams, Joy Mattis

Easter Day is a day like no other but the following
morning we wake up and what?
We need to stay with that feeling of joy, we need to
hold onto that sense of expectation fulfilled and sign up
for the endless possibilities that death’s defeat have put
in front of us.

Why, when we see people on Boxing Day and we wish them a Happy
Christmas, do we not wish people a Happy Easter after midnight on
Easter Day?
If we sign up to be Easter People then we need to show that love and
joy and fulfilment beyond and for eternity. If we sign up to be Easter
People then we do so with gladness and fervour to be the best
disciples of Jesus that it is possible to be.

I challenge you all – let us continue to be Easter People beyond the
day itself, so that by our lives and our witness the green shoots may
come from where they have been hidden and our potential fully
realised.

In the name of the Risen Lord.
Sarah



In our series of ‘beyond church’ - from Lucy Dixon
Continuing her story

In 1940 the High street comprised of small shops and houses, the
largest shop being Maslins - a clothing, fancy goods and gents
outfitters shop. I married Philip Leonard Dixon, had two boys Philip
David Dixon, and Clifford Keith Dixon.
I am very community minded, and for 65 years was involved with the
Red Cross achieving the rank of Commandant; for 58 years collected
for British Legion, amongst others. There isn't much I haven't done.
I would say I am very much "Wootton Bassett" focused, there isn't a lot
l don't know about the place. It was a very different life entirely, back
then, people thought more of each other, not themselves.
ln the 1970's l was the Red Cross representative for Northwest
Wiltshire at a garden party held at Buckingham Palace, the first of two
such invitations.

Lucy Dixon

Lucy was awarded a Civic Award in
1999 for her services to the Wootton
Bassett British Red Cross and for
keeping the Wootton Bassett British
Red Cross centre open for many
years. The picture is of Lucy and
Sheila Andrews receiving an award
from the Rotary Club in 2003.

April’s Digest in the Reform magazine lists the
Walking the Way resources available. They are
all on the URC.org.uk website. One challenging

one is a discussion starter at bit.ly/wtwnightout, it
says try it at a trip to the pub!

Also in the Reform is a review of the book
Eat, Pray, Tell: A relational approach to 21st century mission
by Revd Andrew Francis, who leads worship here. He reminds us
that a quarter of Jesus’ ministry revolved around food. Andrew points
out there are links to the Holy Habits ideas and to Walking the Way.



Church Diary for April
Annual Church Meeting
Thursday 19th  7.30pm

Balcony tidy-up
Saturday 21st from 10am

Concert
Featuring Vibrato String ensemble, Harmony Singers and guests
Suggested donation - £5 per adult, £1 per child
Saturday 28th 7pm

Hive Toddler Group for parents, carers, and babies and toddlers,
               meets Thursday mornings, 9.30-11.30

Contact details
Minister
Revd Sarah Simpson 32 Niebull Close Reeds Farm Malmesbury SN16 9TX     Tel: 01666 826866

Church Secretary and
Serving Elder

Serving Elder, Preacher Booking,
Foodbank Voucher Issue

Church Treasυrer and
Serving Elder

Joy Mattis 01793 848328 Fiona Butler 01793 849075 Jenny Stratton  01793 850310
jennystratton35@gmail.com

Serving Elder Pastoral Visitor and Serving Elder Serving Elder
Richard Jacob
richard.jacob52@outlook.com

Mrs E.Henly 01793 848712 Andrew Crown 01793 330502

Web-site wburc.org.uk
Find us on Facebook
and Twitter @rwburc

Web-site and newsletter editor
Jenny Stratton  01793 850310
jennystratton35@gmail.com

Hall Booking Contacts
Ron & Margaret Wills
ronwills1940@tiscali.co.uk

For your May Diary
Malmesbury Walk led by Eileen Grist
Tuesday 8th May afternoon

Elders Meeting
Thursday 10th May 7pm

Gift Day and bring and share meal
Sunday 13th May

Launch day of 10 Holy Habits
Sunday 20th May


