
Services
Sunday services begin at 10:30am

4th                   Revd Sarah Simpson
                       including Holy Communion
11th                 Mothers Day - Revd Adrian Heath
18th                 Revd Alyn Owens
25th                 Palm Sunday Service led by Terry Riches
                       (clocks go forward)

Royal Wootton Bassett
United Reformed Church
March 2018 Newsletter

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Friday 2nd March 11am

Methodist Church
The theme for 2018 "All God’s Creation is
Very Good", is devised by Christian women of
Suriname. The service will commence at
1.30pm, followed by light refreshments.

A warm welcome is extended to everybody to
attend.

Haiti: Hurricanes and Hope
Together we are stronger than the storms

Thurs 8 March 7.30pm
Methodist Church, Purton, SN5 4DP.

Please come along to hear Katrine Musgrave, (Christian Aid Rep for
Wiltshire) talk about how your donations can build houses that weather
the storms in Haiti, and Nick Guttmann, Head of Humanitarian
Division, Christian Aid – discussing disaster relief and mitigation in
Haiti and beyond. Doors open 7pm for tea, coffee & cake. All welcome.



Happy Birthday this month to Tom Stratton

Rotas for March
Church
Flowers

Welcome Vestry Notices Readings Communion Tea

4th Jenny Richard Joy Richard Jack, Lorna Joy, Jack Andrew, Fiona
11th Angela Eileen Jack Richard Nicky, Richard Margaret, Ron

18th Doreen Nicky Jenny Richard Jenny, Andrew Jack, Isobel

25th Margaret Joy Andrew Richard Ron, Margaret Jenny, Eileen

For your April Diary

Annual Church Meeting
19th April 7.30pm

Concert, featuring VSE, John Fitter's Harmony Singers
Saturday 28th April, 7pm Venue to be confirmed

In our series of ‘beyond church’ - from Lucy Dixon
“I am Lucy and I'm 91 years old. I've lived in Wootton Bassett all
of my life, in fact I was born in a house in the Coxstalls, to
parents Mary Hannah Clifford, and Prince Henry Albert Clifford.
My mum was a nanny - come everything, which included cooking
and washing for other people. How she did it all, I do not know,
she was marvellous. My dad was a postman. I was one of seven,
I was the sixth: though now only one remaining of four boys and
three girls.
I attended the National School, which was Church of England,
located in Station Road, up until aged 14. Then I left and went to
work at E & A.H Hunt, Bakers and Grocers in the High Street.
I wanted to become a nurse, though spent many years, from this
point looking after my parents when one then the other became
ill. In 1940 the High street comprised of small shops and houses,
the largest shop being Maslins - a clothing, fancy goods and
gents outfitters shop.

To be continued



Murmurings from the Manse
I rarely travel by train these days but once a year I meet a good friend
in Birmingham, I travel from Malmesbury, she comes from Chester and
Birmingham is a good central location.

We meet, we eat and we put the world to rights, then we each return
home. It so happened that we met overnight earlier this month, we
arrived without problem, my friend returned home without a problem, I
didn’t.

Someone jumped in front of my train outside Bromsgrove. It was a
fatality which shook us all when we heard it, and our first thought was
for the poor driver who had witnessed the tragedy, as well as the family
of the deceased, at this point blissfully unaware that their lives were
about to change forever.

So we had to return to Birmingham and wait. We were then rerouted
and I finally returned home nearly five hours later than expected.

During the day I was aware of something being totally out of my control,
I was at the mercy of timetables and available routes, I had to be
patient and be prepared to put myself out in order to achieve my final
goal, that of returning home safely.

Sitting on my final train I reflected that I had undergone something of a
wilderness journey that day but mercifully a short one and one without
any sort of pain. Lent is a time when we consider Jesus in the
wilderness and we often look to see any parallels in our own lives, the
wilderness can take many forms, what may be a wilderness to one is
nothing like it to another.

My mini wilderness may mean nothing to anyone reading this but
during the experience I was struggling to cope and because that is
unusual for me I was very much ‘in a wilderness’.

As we continue through Lent we may encounter the wilderness in
different forms and at different levels; we need to live through such
experiences and use them as part of our journey to the cross and
beyond, beyond to Resurrection and hope.  And if at times, we are not
in control, then living with that can be a positive learning experience,
trust me!

Yours in Christ
Sarah



Church Diary for March
Women's World Day of Prayer Service
2nd March 1.30pm Methodist Church
All are welcome

Lunch at Churchill House
6th March 12.30pm
Champion Saver Menu - 10 dishes at £4.99 Plenty of free parking
New venue due to Seasons closing.

Elders Meeting
Thursday 8th March 7pm

URC Synod Property Road Show
Thursday 15th March 6.30pm Toothill United Church

Badminton in the hall
Fridaya 23rd March 7.45pm

Swindon Orchestra Spring Concert
Sunday 25th March 7.30pm St Joseph’s School
Nicky Crocker is playing - see website for details

Good Friday Town Walk of Witness
Friday 30th March 10am Meet at Sacred Heart Church

Hive Toddler Group for parents, carers, and babies and toddlers,
               meets Thursday mornings, 9.30-11.30

Contact details
Minister
Revd Sarah Simpson 32 Niebull Close Reeds Farm Malmesbury SN16 9TX     Tel: 01666 826866

Church Secretary and
Serving Elder

Serving Elder, Preacher Booking,
Foodbank Voucher Issue

Church Treasurer and
Serving Elder

Joy Mattis 01793 848328 Fiona Butler 01793 849075 Jenny Stratton  01793 850310
jennystratton35@gmail.com

Serving Elder Pastoral Visitor and Serving Elder Serving Elder
Richard Jacob
richard.jacob52@outlook.com

Mrs E.Henly 01793 848712 Andrew Crown 01793 330502

Web-site wburc.org.uk
Find us on Facebook
and Twitter @rwburc

Web-site and newsletter editor
Jenny Stratton  01793 850310
jennystratton35@gmail.com

Hall Booking Secretary
Angela Bell
angela345@hotmail.co.uk


