
Church Diary for November
Elders Meeting
Thursday 9th 7pm

Church Meeting with supper, see inside
Thursday 23rd 7.30pm (re-arranged date)

Badminton in the hall
Friday 24th 7.45pm

Hive Toddler Group for parents, carers, and babies and toddlers,
               meets Thursday mornings, 9.30-11.30

Contact details
Minister
Revd Sarah Simpson 32 Niebull Close Reeds Farm Malmesbury SN16 9TX     Tel: 01666 826866

Church Secretary and Serving
Elder

Serving Elder, Preacher Booking,
Foodbank Voucher Issue

Church Treasurer and
Serving Elder

Joy Mattis 01793 848328 Fiona Butler 01793 849075 Richard Jacob
richard.jacob52@outlook.com

Serving Elder Pastoral Visitor and Serving Elder Serving Elder
Mrs E. Shaw 01793 855676 Mrs E.Henly 01793 848712 Andrew Crown 01793 330502

Web-site wburc.org.uk
Find us on Facebook
and Twitter @rwburc

Web-site and newsletter editor
and Serving Elder
Jenny Stratton  01793 850310
jennystratton35@gmail.com

Hall Booking
Richard Jacob
richard.jacob52@outlook.com

For your December diary
Christmas Afternoon Tea
With Vibrato string Ensemble, Choir and Vocalist
Saturday  9th 2.30-4.30pm

Services
Sunday services begin at 10:30am

5th                   Revd Sarah Simpson
                       including Holy Communion
12th                 Martin Osman
19th                 Terry Riches
26th                 Revd Andrew Francis

Royal Wootton Bassett
United Reformed Church
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Called to remember
God of the past,
     you nourish us with memory.
God of the present,
     you challenge us to speak to you.
God of the future,
     your purposes are sure and right.

As we recall the people who went before us,
     we honour their strength and goodness.
The faith handed on from ages past
     we receive as trust and treasure.

As we look on friends worshipping beside us,
     we rejoice to be one in your love.
Together we hear your word,
     and tell of your good news.

When we see the generations rising beyond us,
     we would pass on your truth,
Teach the faith, share your promise,
     and plant seeds of hope.

God of all ages,
     to you be praise, yesterday, today and forever.

        John Proctor, from Feasts and Festivals, Prayer Handbook 2017



Rotas for November
Church
Flowers

Welcome Vestry Notices Readings Communion Tea

5th Elizabeth  Eileen Fiona Richard Andrew, Jack Joy, Jock Eileen, Fiona
12th Eileen Joy Andrew Richard Joy, Fiona Andrew,

Elizabeth
19th Margaret Jack Jenny Richard Ron, Margaret Jack, Isobel

26th Isobel Richard Joy Richard Jenny, Elizabeth Joy, Jenny

A meal with Elizabeth
The church meeting on 23rd November will be preceded by a fish &
chip supper courtesy of our local chip shop ~ for those that wish to join
in with the meal the arrival time at the hall will be 6.30pm, for those that
do not wish to eat, the church meeting will commence at the usual
7.30pm. This will be an opportunity for the congregation to mark the
end of an era, this will be Elizabeth’s last meal with us before she
moves to Maidenhead on 30th November, to be nearer to her family.
Names as usual to Joy, please.

Wootton Bassett Brass
Band gave us a great
concert at the end of
September.

Murmurings from the Manse
Within the last fortnight I have heard of a national pub chain banning
its staff from wearing poppies and a secondary school head teacher
who has banned red poppies but allowed a white peace poppy to be
worn.
These decisions have provoked an expected response and whilst I
haven’t jumped into the debate on social media, nevertheless I
cannot condone either the pub chain or the head teacher’s actions.
I understand the multi-cultural, multi-racial, make-up of our country
today but I don’t think that a sufficient reason to discard what has
been, for 99 years a symbol both of remembrance and gratitude for
those who paid the ultimate price for freedom and peace. More so, as
we see the uncertainty that prevails in Europe, I believe it is important
to remember and use the lessons of the past as we consider what our
new relationships with our European neighbours may look like.

Graca Machel, the widow of Nelson Mandela, speaking at an event
organised by The Elders, said this,
“Peace means more than the absence of war. Peace means security,
dignity, solidarity and empathy”.
To wear a red poppy is not to glorify war or triumph in our country’s
victory, to wear a red poppy is to remember the price paid for
freedom and to acknowledge that it will never be forgotten. As Graca
Machel reminds us in that one sentence, peace means more than
simply an absence of war and because of that, its value is priceless.

Any war, of whatever, size, or duration, brings with it the same devas-
tation and heartache. However it is remembered and marked, the
overriding effect, as with both World Wars, is to ensure it is not
repeated, sometimes with less success than others. But to wear the
poppy reminds us above all else, to be thankful that we know peace
and that such sacrifice has not been asked of us for many a decade.
2018 will mark the centenary of the end of the First World War, 100
years and yet the names of the battles are still recalled without effort.
We cannot forget because it is in our remembrance that we keep
alive our determination to ensure the past is not repeated and our red
poppies remain a part of our act of remembrance and long may they
do so.

Yours in Christ
Sarah


