
Church Diary for December
Town Christmas lights switch on
Friday 1st 6pm

Christmas decorating
Help needed, please, to put up Christmas decorations
Saturday 2nd 10am

Joint Pastorate Advent Service followed by tea and cake
Saturday 2nd 2.30pm

Christmas Afternoon Tea
With Vibrato String Ensemble, Choir and soloist, come along and bring
your friends
Saturday  9th 2.30-4.30pm

Hive Christmas party
Thursday 14th 9.30-11.30am

Interment of Barbara Burgin’s ashes
Please come to support our final good-bye to Barbara.
Thursday 14th 12.30 RWB Cemetery

Carols by Candlelight on Christmas Eve
Sunday 24th 6pm

Hive Toddler Group for parents, carers, and babies and toddlers,
               meets Thursday mornings, 9.30-11.30

Contact details
Minister
Revd Sarah Simpson 32 Niebull Close Reeds Farm Malmesbury SN16 9TX     Tel: 01666 826866

Church Secretary and
Serving Elder

Serving Elder, Preacher Booking,
Foodbank Voucher Issue

Church Treasurer and
Serving Elder

Joy Mattis 01793 848328 Fiona Butler 01793 849075 Richard Jacob
richard.jacob52@outlook.com

Pastoral Visitor and Serving Elder Serving Elder
Mrs E.Henly 01793 848712 Andrew Crown 01793 330502

Web-site wburc.org.uk
Find us on Facebook
and Twitter @rwburc

Web-site and newsletter editor
and Serving Elder
Jenny Stratton  01793 850310
jennystratton35@gmail.com

Hall Booking
Richard Jacob
richard.jacob52@outlook.com

For your January diary
Curry night at Ganges Please book with Joy as soon as possible
Monday 8th 6.30pm

Services
Sunday services begin at 10:30am

3rd                   Revd Sarah Simpson
                       including Holy Communion
10th                 Martin Osman
17th                 Revd Adrian Heath
24th                 Bernard Crabb
31st                 Joint service with Malmesbury URC,
                              no service at Bassett

Christmas Eve Carols by Candlelight  6pm
All are invited to our well loved service: we will dim
the lights and light the candles during the first
carol. It will be led by Revd Sarah Simpson

The collection, taken in Christmas stockings, will
be for Tree House Wiltshire. Afterwards there will

be mince pies and tea or coffee in the hall.

Christmas Day
Morning Service 10am

We are invited to join the Methodist Church for Worship

Wishing you a very merry Christmas!

Royal Wootton Bassett
United Reformed Church

December 2017 Newsletter

The collection at the Carols by Candlelight service
this year is in aid of Tree House Wiltshire. This
organisation provides support to bereaved children
and young people, including those at Royal Wootton
Bassett Academy.



Rotas for December
Church
Flowers

Welcome Vestry Notices Readings Communion Tea

3rd Jenny Joy Fiona Andrew Nicky, David Jenny,
Andrew

Margaret, Ron

10th Angela Jack Andrew Andrew Joy, Andrew Joy, Fiona

17th Doreen Richard Jenny Andrew Margaret, Ron Andrew, Jenny

24th Margaret Eileen Jack Richard Fiona, Jack To be arranged

31st No Service at Royal Wootton Bassett, joint service at Malmesbury URC

From Elizabeth
Elizabeth wishes to thank all the members and friends of RWB URC
who gave both David and her so much friendship, fellowship and
support when they came west in 1988 and through difficult times and
over the last 19 years. She prays Wood Street will continue to have our
Church here. She hopes to be moving in mid December and she looks
forward to visitors to Swift House.

And from the Church to Elizabeth
You have been such an anchor in church life as Elder and Church
Secretary for many years, thank you for all that you have given to the
church, and to us all. You will be missed and we wish you all the best
as you move east again.

Happy Birthday in December to Ron Wills, Daniel Crocker,
Isobel Fairgrieve, Amy Crocker and Cameron Bell

Quiz in aid of Christian Aid
This has been the 5th year of quizzing at the URC, and this year Christian Aid
are the recipients. The winners for the last two years have been Hayden Wick
URC but they were unable to field a full team this time owing to two being
caught up in delays on the M4. This year saw two new teams’ debut. One was
from the Community Church. The other, known affectionately as the "Wood
Street Folk", were made up of our neighbours, some of which we have come
to know through various events we've had this year. They stole the crown from
Hayden Wick URC, and are now the current champions despite being pitted
against Rev Sarah Simpson's team who comprised 7! "The children only count
as a half each" she explained, which when recalculated made a team of six.
The Wood Street folk had such a great time that they entered Hayden Wick
URC's Quiz, which was the following week!
Thank you to all who helped, and those who made delicious soup for us to
feast upon afterwards.
A tremendous amount was raised, just under £109

Murmurings from the Manse
‘At Christmas, each one of us is an Innkeeper who decides if there is
room for Jesus’.
A comment made on social media twelve months ago and one which
has remained with me.
As we journey through Advent to Christmas we are aware of the themes of
hope, peace, love and joy which mark this season and guide our thinking.
Those themes speak to me of a time of great anticipation, of promise, a
time of change for a world which seems to live constantly with the realities
and challenges of darkness in its many forms.
Then we arrive at Christmas, the great celebration of the Incarnation, we
thrill in the traditional carols, we hear once again the gospel stories that
we know off by heart and we thank God for the miracle of His love come to
earth. It is a time to be together, a time for family and friends, a time to
open both our hearts and doors.
However, surely it is more than that?
The Innkeeper found a space for a young couple who were strangers in a
strange land; they had been rejected by others and sent on their way,
despite their obvious need. In so doing that Innkeeper found his small part
in the story recorded forever, his place in history assured and his actions a
reminder to future generations that this story has an edge.
In recent years refugees have come to our country and found a welcome;
communities have decided to welcome them and make room for them as
the Innkeeper did that first Christmas.
But there are many others who knock on doors only to be rejected-
There are many who ask for help, only to be told to go away –
At Christmas charities are overwhelmed by those needing their help, their
limited resources cannot cope.
We rarely sing ‘The poor and the humble’ (R&S 165) these days, but it
reminds me so starkly that the Christmas story is for all people and about
all people; we cannot pick the parts we like, we need to be real about what
took place, what Mary and Joseph endured and in our re-telling of the
story we need to understand that we are a part of its ongoing impact and
as a result we need to evaluate our role within that.

As you journey through Advent please think about its great themes, use
them as part of your Advent study and then put them into YOUR
Christmas story, so that they shape and influence the decisions you make
this Christmas and beyond, into the year to come.

In the name of the Babe, born in a stable in Bethlehem, who had no
home and was reliant on the kindness of strangers.

Yours in Christ
Sarah


