
Church Diary for May
Funeral of Barbara Burgin
Tuesday 9th Service in church 12.45 followed by committal at
Kingsdown Crematorium

Elders Meeting
Thursday 11th May 7pm

Christian Aid Coffee Morning
Saturday 13th 10am - 12 Church Croft, St Barts

Bowood rhododendron woodland walk
Meet there at 1pm. Separate entrance off A342 Devizes Road
Please confirm attendance with Joy. Pay on the day, adults £8, Seniors
£7.25, children under 12 free.

Stew and steam Night
Community church event in aid of Mission Aviation Fellowship   6pm

Owls Discussion Group
Dietrich Bonhoeffer – Agent of Grace
A film based on Bonhoeffer’s response to the rise of Nazism and his
subsequent work for the Abwehr. All welcome, there will be nibbles!!
Thursday May 18th ‘ 7.30pm

Badminton in the hall
Friday 26th  evening

Contact details
Minister
Revd Sarah Simpson 32 Niebull Close Reeds Farm Malmesbury SN16 9TX     Tel: 01666 826866

Church Secretary and Serving
Elder

Serving Elder, Preacher Booking,
Foodbank Voucher Issue

Church Treasurer and
Serving Elder

Joy Mattis 01793 848328 Fiona Butler 01793 849075 Richard Jacob 01793 852689

Serving Elder Pastoral Visitor and Serving Elder Serving Elder
Mrs E. Shaw 01793 855676 Mrs E.Henly 01793 848712 Andrew Crown 01793 330502

Web-site wburc.org.uk
Find us on Facebook
and Twitter @rwburc

Web-site and newsletter editor
and Serving Elder
Jenny Stratton  01793 850310

Hall Booking
Richard Jacob 01793 852689

Hive Toddler Group for parents, carers, and babies and toddlers,
meets Thursday mornings, 10.00  till 12.

Services
Sunday services begin at 10:30am

7th                  Revd Adrian Heath
                      including Holy Communion
14th                Revd Sarah Simpson
21st                Mark Tidey
                      including Holy Communion
28th                Terry Riches
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Christian Aid Week 14th - 20th May
If you can collect house to house in a street near you,
please let Jenny know. And please come to the Coffee
Morning in aid of Christian Aid on Saturday 13th May at

Church Croft, 10am - 12

Nejebar’s story
Nejebar fled Afghanistan with her
family after the Taliban threatened
to kill her husband, Noor, who was
a teacher. It wasn’t an idle threat -
the Taliban first blinded, then
murdered, another member of
their family.‘The last days and weeks in Afghanistan were the hardest,’ says
Noor. ‘When I went to work, my heart was beating harder. I didn’t know if my
family were going to be alive when I got back.’

Nejebar’s family are stuck in Greece
When the family arrived at the refugee camp in Greece, they thought they
would only stay for 10 days. But they’ve been there six months now and
there’s no end in sight.
The only protection they have against the wind and rain is their tent. There’s
no school for their children. Five-year-old Sudai, their youngest, is ill, but
Nejebar and Noor don’t know what’s wrong with him because they can’t
communicate with the camp’s doctor, who is Greek.

Continued overleaf



Rotas for May
Church
Flowers

Welcome Vestry Notices Readings Communion Tea

7th Eileen Jack Andrew Joy Ron, Margaret Fiona, Eileen Jack, Isobel

14th Isobel Richard Jack Joy Andrew, David Ron, Margaret

21st Jenny Joy Fiona Joy Joy, Richard Jenny, Andrew

28th Angela Eileen Bob Joy Jenny, Nicky Joy, Eileen

Happy Birthday this month to Brian Carter, Richard Jacob,
Fiona Butler and Nicky Crocker

We are pleased to extend a welcome to Royal Wootton Bassett to
Revd Canon Jane Curtis to be the next Vicar of St Bartholomew’s
Church, Royal Wootton Bassett and Rural Dean of Calne. She will be
licensed by the Bishop of Salisbury on Monday 8th May at 7:00 pm.

We are sad to record the death of Barbara Burgin on 31st March 2017.
Barbara has served the Church in so many ways, in leading worship
and prayer, Junior Church and with her immense love of the Bible,
leading Bible study. She was our representative on the town’s Bible
Society support activities and on Women’s World Day of Prayer.
Her funeral service will be in church at 12.45pm  on Tuesday 9th May,
followed by committal at Kingsdown crematorium at 2.15pm.

Nejebar’s hope for the future
Nejebar is the rock at the centre of her family, holding them together
throughout all this uncertainty. She has even welcomed Faraidoon and Farzad
into the family, two brothers who don’t know where their parents are, or if
they’re even alive.

‘We still have some hope for our children’s future,’ says Nejebar. ‘We only
want a peaceful life. We want our children to go to school. The most important
thing is our children.’

Nejebar’s story continued Murmurings from the Manse

#BrendafromBristol
That was trending on Twitter within hours of Brenda being interviewed
on the 6pm news, the day the Prime Minister announced there would
be a General Election on June 8th.
Brenda was not impressed, to put it mildly, and her reaction received
nearly as much coverage as the news itself.
Her reaction has been repeated up and down the country – it seems
the majority have no appetite for another vote.
Amongst the issues to be debated is the one of the oversees aid
budget, and the proposed changes to the amount set aside.
This mightn’t be the topic that decides the election, it mightn’t even
matter to some  - but I write this for the May newsletter and the month
of May means only one thing, Christian Aid Week.
And that means the topic should matter and get more attention than it
currently does; we cannot focus only on ourselves and what is
happening within our country, that is not what we are about in Britain.
But it seems to be the case, people are becoming more inward looking,
more protective of what they have and their own, less inclined to be
welcoming to strangers, to get to know neighbours, to share the ins and
outs of daily life.
Some have even suggested that this election has been called to give
the Prime Minister a mandate to become even more insular.
That worries me – I don’t like some of the rhetoric already being spoken
(or shouted), I long to see an open, honest debate with real issues.
I long to see an end to petty name calling and insults.
Maybe I am an idealist – but I keep hoping, and praying.
I urge you to do the same – as we live through Christian Aid week 2017
let us remember who we are called to help, and why we want to make a
difference; and when we wake up on June 9th let us hope it is with the
result of the best government for this country, and for our brothers and
sisters further away to who we have a duty of love and care.

Let us make a difference.
In Christ’s name,
Sarah

Sarah


