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A personal prayer for Pentecost

God of Pentecost
Pour out your spirit of healing into the wounded places of my
heart,
pour out your spirit of encouragement into the defeated places,
pour out your spirit of grace into the bitter places,
pour out your spirit of compassion into the hardened places,
pour out your spirit of energy into the tired places,
pour out your spirit of Pentecost
into all the places of my heart that need refreshing,
and empower me to serve you, and to inspire others.
Amen

© Roots for Churches, June 2017



Rotas for June
Church
Flowers

Welcome Vestry Notices Readings Communion Tea

4th Doreen Jack Joy Joy Richard, Jack Fiona,
Richard

Andrew, Fiona

11th Margaret Richard Jenny Jenny David, Fiona Ron, Margaret

18th Elizabeth Joy Andrew Jenny Joy, Andrew Jack, Isabel

25th Eileen Eileen Jack Jenny Ron, Margaret Joy, Jenny

Happy Birthday this month to Lucy Dixon

For your July diary
Italian lunch at Bella Vita (the new Italian restaurant in the building that was
The Curriers Arms
Sunday 2nd July After church

Community Barbeque
Saturday 8th July 4-6pm in the church garden

Elders Meeting
Thursday 13th July 7pm

Elevenses at Jack & Isobel's
Saturday 29th July, Vines House Grittenham

In June’s edition of the URC Reform magazine
 Our regular worship leader Revd Andrew Francis has an article
“Get Radical - The real heroes of the Reformation were the
radicals who took Protestant ideas to their logical conclusion.”

And in this short election season, Pat Finlow of Christians in
Politics has a slogan - “Show up, speak up and disagree well”



Murmurings from the Manse

Monday morning, myself and a Ministerial friend discussing what we were
going to write in our respective newsletters, both due this week.
Tuesday morning, the country wakes up to the news of the bomb in
Manchester.
Amongst the many tweets I read it, was one from Laurence Moore, former
director of the Windermere Centre that said, "prayers without words,
because there are no words", he was right and the vigil that followed
showed how powerful silence can be.

In this situation words can help but they can also increase feelings of hurt
and therefore there must be a sensitivity about their use.

Some words that I found which have helped my understanding of this
heart breaking event come from Deuteronomy 30,15, " See, I have set
before you this day life and good, death and evil", they remind me of the
tension that we live with in our world, a daily tension, they remind me also
that whilst we must be vigilant it cannot be at the expense of living our
lives and engaging fully in the world, if we feel to do so then evil wins.

I was ordained on the day the previous bomb went off in Manchester,
June 15th 1996, after that day I wrote that Manchester would rise,
'phoenix like' from the ashes, such was the Mancunian spirit - we have
seen that same spirit already shown and it will continue in the months
ahead, people will never forget what has happened and those children
and adults who lost their lives, but neither will they allow their lives to be
wasted by refusing to live their own lives to the full.

It is easy at this time to preach hate instead of love, division instead of
conciliation, segregation instead of unity, but that helps no one and festers
feelings that do no one credit, save those who see it as their 'cause'.
I would like to end these thoughts with the words found scratched onto a
wall in Auschwitz.

I believe in the sun, even when it is not shining.
I believe in love, even when I cannot feel it.
I believe in God, even when He is silent.

In the name of the Prince of Peace.

Sarah



Church Diary for June
Visit to Atwell Wilson motor museum
10th June Meet there at 11.00 am
Cost for 10 or more £6 + £3.50 for refreshments
Directions Through Lyneham and Calne, then A4 in direction of Marlborough.
Keep straight past the right turn to Melksham, then as the A4 starts to turn to
the left, take the right hand turning signposted to Heddington. You should
now be in Stockley Lane, go straight over the roundabout and its 250 yards
on your left. For satnav SN11 0LJ

Church Meeting
Thursday June 15th 7.30pm

Badminton in the hall
Friday 30th  7.45pm

Contact details
Minister
Revd Sarah Simpson 32 Niebull Close Reeds Farm Malmesbury SN16 9TX     Tel: 01666 826866

Church Secretary and Serving
Elder

Serving Elder, Preacher Booking,
Foodbank Voucher Issue

Church Treasurer and
Serving Elder

Joy Mattis 01793 848328 Fiona Butler 01793 849075 Richard Jacob 01793 850483

Serving Elder Pastoral Visitor and Serving Elder Serving Elder
Mrs E. Shaw 01793 855676 Mrs E.Henly 01793 848712 Andrew Crown 01793 330502

Web-site wburc.org.uk
Find us on Facebook
and Twitter @rwburc

Web-site and newsletter editor
and Serving Elder
Jenny Stratton  01793 850310

Hall Booking
Richard Jacob 01793 850483

Hive Toddler Group for parents, carers, and babies and toddlers,
               meets Thursday mornings, 9.30-11.30

When the weather is good, the garden is waiting for the little ones to
play, a facility loved by our new group leaders, Kelly and Tamsin.


