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Sunday services begin at 10:30am

7th                        Revd Sarah Simpson
                            including Holy Communion
14th                      Revd Alyn Owens
21st                      Madge Sutton
28th                      Revd Tom MacMeekin
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Crowd puller
Mark 3.20-35

Parable teller
Mark 4.26-34

Storm calmer
Mark 4.35-41

Rule breaker
Mark 5.21-43

The gospel lectionary readings in June are back to Mark. The headings
for the weeks in Roots are these word pairs, which encapsulate what
the readings say about Jesus. (These are examples of kennings,
introduced to the URC in the Vision4Life Bible Year).
Can you work out what the stories are before you look them up?

The June issue has a selection of contributor’s favourite book
suggestions for your summer reading. Here are some, but the
whole list is on the Reform website

Let Your Life Speak:
Listening for the voice of
vocation
Parker J Palmer, 1999

Meeting God in Mark
Rowan Williams, 2014

Unapologetic: Why
despite everything,
Christianity can still
make surprising
emotional sense
Francis Spufford, 2013

Muhammad: His
character and conduct
Adil Salahi, 2013

Paradise Lost:Smyrna
1922:The destruction of
Islam’s city of tplerance
Giles Milton, 2008

There is also an article about new hymns in worship, Sing up, sing on!
Part is on the website, or borrow a copy to read the whole thing.



Rotas for June
Church
Flowers

Welcome Vestry Readings Junior
Church

Crèche Tea

7th Isobel Eileen Bob Sheila, Jack Young people in
service

Margaret & Ron

14th Jenny Sheila Jack Andrew, Fiona Jenny Isobel Elizabeth & Brian
21st Angela Richard Jenny Ron, Margaret Jenny Elizabeth Jack & Isobel

28th Doreen Ron Elizabeth Brian, Elizabeth Jenny Nicky Fiona & Eileen

For Your July Diary
The next function for the Bible Society is a strawberry cream tea at
the Croft on 11th July. Further details later, but please book the date
now.

ELEVEN-SEY's at Jack and Isobel's
Saturday 25th July 11:00am
Tea / coffee and cake to be provided - cake makers to be advised,
nearer the time.

And Richard's Curry Night
For one night only, Richard Jacobs is cooking a curry ............ so do come
along, and support this event, where the men are invited to join him in the
kitchen, whilst he rustles up a delight that none of us have ever seen.
Starting with games in the garden, badminton, boules, etc. followed by the
curry probably Saturday July 18th but time and date to be confirmed.

Food for thought
Thinking of the Trinity leads on to what the creeds say. But what about this
piece by Robin Meyers, quoted in ‘Living the Questions’.
‘Look at the Apostle’s Creed and the Nicene Creed: “Born of the Virgin
Mary, comma , suffered under Pontius Pilate …”. There is the entire life of
Jesus, all of his teachings, the parables, his interaction with the poor, his
way of telling bent over people to stand up straight— metaphorically
speaking and literally speaking— all reduced to a comma. The most
amazing thing I ever heard was put this way to me by a person in The
Jesus Seminar, who said, “In the Sermon on the Mount there is not a word
in that sermon about what to believe, only words about what to do. Fast
forward 300 years to the Nicene Creed and the essence of what is
supposed to define a Christian has not a word in it about what to do, only
about what to believe.” So something’s gone clearly wrong.’

 Jenny



Murmurings from the Manse

30,000 People change a country of 64,511,000 people.
 That was the statement made by the chairman of Trussell Trust in
his keynote address to the National Foodbank Conference. WOW.
I say WOW because most of those volunteers are Christians –
I say WOW because we often hear the comment that the church is
good at talking, not so good at putting words into action.
I say WOW because I believe that church nationally and in the widest
sense of the word, stands on the threshold of something life-chang-
ing.
I say WOW because I believe the church has an opportunity now that
it needs to grab with both hands.
I write this on the eve of Pentecost; my thoughts go to the life-chang-
ing events that occurred during the Pentecost celebration recorded in
Acts … who gathered there that day would have dreamt that they
would have witnessed such a momentous event?
I believe as Christians we have to be open to the working of the
Spirit, in us and through use, we are vessels for change, we are the
history makers of our day and one of the ways we do so is by joining
with like-minded people who want to change lives for the better.
Jesus promised his followers an advocate who would be always with
them, unseen but always present; he made this promise in the
knowledge that his followers would encounter many difficulties, much
hostility and all kinds of challenges, but they would not be left without
the means to cope, at the time his followers’ understanding of what
he was saying was very limited, some of his followers since have
struggled as well!
Let us open our hearts to the Spirit dwelling in us, let us add to the
number of those who can change our country and let us do so with
the confidence of our faith.

Yours in Christ

Sarah

Happy Birthday this month to
Sheila Jacob and Lucy Dixon



Church Diary for June
Larks Bible Study
Tuesday 2nd June 10.15

Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Betty Russ
Wednesday 3rd June 1.45pm
This follows the service at Kingsdown crematorium at 12.45pm

Vision4Life Owls discussion group
Tuesday 16th  7.30pm

Church Walk at Lydiard Park
Friday 19th   Meet 10am at car park

Sunday 21st  items for next newsletter to Jenny, please

Badminton
Friday 26th 7.45pm

Contact details
Minister
Revd Sarah Simpson 32 Niebull Close Reeds Farm Malmesbury SN16 9TX     Tel: 01666 826866

Church Secretary and Serving
Elder

Serving Elder, Preacher
Booking Serving Elder and Hall Bookings

Mrs E. Shaw 01793 855676 Fiona Butler 01793 849075 Sheila Jacob 07881 206656

Church Treasurer
Pastoral Visitor and Serving
Elder Serving Elder

Charles Burgin 01793 850731 Mrs E.Henly 01793 848712 Andrew Crown 01793 330502

Web-site wburc.org.uk Web-site and newsletter editor Jenny Stratton  01793 850310

Hive Coffee Club for parents, carers, and babies and toddlers, meets
Thursday mornings, 9:30 till 12.


