
Services
Sunday services begin at 10:30am

3rd                        Revd Sarah Simpson
                            including Holy Communion
10th                      Bryan Elkington
17th                      Martin Osman
24th Pentecost     Terry Riches
31st                      Revd Sarah Simpson
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Christian Aid Week     10-16 May 2015

Loko’s choice in life is simple: ‘If I can’t collect firewood,
my children will die.’ Four times a week, in a remote
corner of Ethiopia, Loko makes a back-breaking eight-
hour trip to gather wood. It’s a task she dreads, but she
steels herself to do it because if she doesn’t her children
will starve. She prays to God as she walks. ‘I ask him to
change my life and lead us out of this,’ she says.
Just £5 could give Loko a loan to start her own business
buying and selling tea and coffee, freeing her from her
desperate task and allowing her to spend more time
caring for her family. This Christian Aid Week, we can help transform the
lives of women like Loko.
From 10-16 May, churches of Britain and Ireland will come together to
pray, campaign and raise money to improve the lives of people like Loko.
Every year, 100,000 volunteers demonstrate God’s love for the poor by
taking part in house-to-house collections for Christian Aid. This fantastic
witness is a chance to take the mission of the church into our community.

Please let me know if you can help with our door-to-door collection.

PLANT Sale Bring and buy plants
Saturday 16th May 10am-12



Rotas for May
Church
Flowers

Welcome Vestry Readings Junior
Church

Crèche Tea

3rd Doreen Richard Bob Andrew, Sheila Young people in
service

Joy & Andrew

10th Margaret Angela &
Chloe

Jack Brian, Fiona Angela Elizabeth Margaret & Ron

17th Barbara Ron Jenny Ron, Margaret Jenny Nicky Jack & Isobel
24th Elizabeth Jack Elizabeth Joy, Barbara Jenny Eileen Brian & Fiona

31st Eileen Elizabeth Fiona Nick, Elizabeth Jenny Fiona Eilenn & Andrew

We were
pleased to offer
hot cross buns
and coffee to
members of all
RWB churches
after they  took
part in the Good
Friday walk of
witness.

On Saturday evening many friends of the
church gave us a musical evening. Alison
Lynn led Vibrato string ensemble (top left
and left),  Alison, Fiona and Nicky played
as a trio (above). Several of Alison’s pupils
played a variety of their pieces. Eileen
Mellors (Fiona’s mum) played popular
pieces on the piano and Jenny Powley
completed her accordian set with a rousing
Sailor’s Hornpipe. Over £200 was raised to
divide between Allsorts Pre-school and our
church funds.



Murmurings from the Manse
I rarely buy books, I download them instead, but the week after Easter I
bought a book, ‘My own Story’ by Emmeline Pankhurst; it was a
fascinating read.
I thought I knew the story of the Suffragettes, when I read the book it
became very clear just how little I knew, and I’ve always thought history
was my best subject!
I would never not vote, I know the struggle women went through to get
a vote in this country, and as I read the book a statistic came through
on Twitter that at the last election 9.1 million women did not vote. We
hear at the moment that a lot that people don’t want to vote, they have
no faith in any politician, they can’t be bothered – I struggle with that.
We vote – we have the chance to make a difference, a chance to bring
about change, we may not always believe that, but our votes DO count
and the government we get after May 7th is a government with a huge
responsibility, not just to its voters and non-voters but to Europe and
the world.
If we don’t vote, we have no right to complain about the government we
get, if we don’t vote then we are fully engaging in our community and its
issues, if we don’t vote what does that say about our hope for the
future, for the lives of others, for the social gospel that we signed up to
– what does it say about our commitment to the ‘Jesus manifesto’?
Jesus engaged in the issues that affected ordinary people, he stood up
against injustice, he spoke out against the corrupt and the greedy, he
never spoke out for his own benefit and he made people think and he
showed them a new way, it didn’t have to be as it had always been.
That was Jesus at his most inclusive that was the political Jesus, with a
small p.
That’s the Jesus that still makes me punch the air and shout YES.

Let us all play our part on May 7th so that our country may be the
country it deserves to be and we can say that we played our part in
making it so.
Yours in Christ

Sarah

Happy Birthday this month to
Brian Carter, Richard Jacob, Fiona Butler and Nicky Crocker



Church Diary for May
Larks Bible Study
Tuesday April 5th 10.15

Elders’ meeting
Thursday 7th Time to be confirmed

Christian Aid Week
10th-17th

Plant sale
Saturday 16th  10am-12

Vision4Life Owls discussion group
Tuesday 19th  7.30pm

Church Walk at Canal
Friday 22nd  Meet 10am at car park

Sunday 24th   items for next newsletter to Jenny, please

Badminton
Friday 29th 7.45pm

Contact details
Minister
Revd Sarah Simpson 32 Niebull Close Reeds Farm Malmesbury SN16 9TX     Tel: 01666 826866

Church Secretary and Serving
Elder

Serving Elder, Preacher
Booking Serving Elder and Hall Bookings

Mrs E. Shaw 01793 855676 Fiona Butler 01793 849075 Sheila Jacob 07881 206656

Church Treasurer
Pastoral Visitor and Serving
Elder Serving Elder

Charles Burgin 01793 850731 Mrs E.Henly 01793 848712 Andrew Crown 01793 330502

Web-site wburc.org.uk Web-site and newsletter editor Jenny Stratton  01793 850310

For Your Future Diary
The next function for the Bible Society is a strawberry cream tea at
the Croft on 11th July. Further details later, but please book the date
now.

ELEVEN-SEY's at Jack and Isobel's
Saturday 25th July 11:00am
Tea / coffee and cake to be provided - cake makers to be advised,
nearer the time.


