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Welcome to the first issue of this newsletter. I would like to thank all of you who have sent me 
information to be included, I had a really good response. I some instances I have had to precis what 
you sent but I hope I have included most things.  
 Just a little bit of background to start with. I look after about 30 churches and chapels mostly 
in Wiltshire and Swindon, but recently I have taken over Trinity-Henleaze in Bristol. This includes all 
the churches in the Wiltshire United Area (URC/Methodist). This newsletter therefore is for those 
churches in my patch!. For people interested in the wider Synod there is "The Southwesterly" that 
comes out approximately quarterly and the Synod website www.urcsouthwest.org.uk. 
 I have arranged items in Alphabetical order to be fair.  

 
CRICKLADE UNITED 

Greetings from Cricklade United Church 
 We are all very excited that after what seems an age our new Minister the Reverend Rachel 
Wilson will be starting with us from the beginning of September.   
 Christina our family worker has been very busy over the past few months on her various 
projects which include running Messy Church once a month,  ABC club, and Open the Book at St 
Sampson’s Infant's School.  These activities are carried out jointly with St Sampson’s Anglican Church 
as part of our ecumenical approach here in Cricklade. We also held a very successful Holiday Club led 
by Trevor Ranger over Easter on the theme of “Waste Watchers”. 
 We are greatly encouraged to see that more young people and sometimes their parents are 
coming to church as a result of these initiatives. 
 The Church continues to be very active in our support for Community Partners (COPA) a 
Christian Charity which provides education and health services to disadvantaged communities in the 
Dominican Republic; and for Christian Aid. 
 

EMMANUEL URC, HAYDON WICK 
Our new Minister Revd Gerald England arrived in October 2010 and since then we have been getting 
to know him and his wife Pat.  
 Gerald has introduced a monthly all-age service around tables when worship is enhanced by 
crafts of many descriptions that all ages can enjoy taking part in together.  The essential elements of 
prayer, praise and bible reading are always included but we feel this concept is more family friendly 
and attendance has not been affected. 
 We were pleased to have been a awarded the Child Friendly Church award and it was a 
worthwhile process to work through to ensure all parts of our church life are accessible to our young 
people.  The process has resulted in holding Youth and Children’s workers training and Safeguarding 
and Core Skills training. 
 In April we held our Elders Retreat at Ivy House in Warminster and we highly recommend 
this venue.   It gave us the opportunity to review where we are and to look at where we are going.   
 We are in the process of planning a new kitchen and storage facilities (stage 1 of a larger 
plan!) and have raised half the build costs and hope to start the build next spring. 
 Our minister was inducted to be minister at the Church of Christ the Servant, Abbey Meads 
and his begins ministry with them in August.  We now have 50% of his time and Christ the Servant 
50% which brings new challenges, but the vacancy has shown us the strengths which we have within 
our congregation that we can continue to benefit from. 
 During the summer we are again holding our Summer Fun Club on Sunday mornings.  This is 
for all ages with the emphasis on Fun!  The theme is Summer Beach holiday. 



 We are holding a Family Fun Day in September – a new venture to replace our usual fete and 
we hope to attract all in the church family with the variety of games and refreshments that all can 
enjoy. 
 

HIGHWORTH URC 
 We continue to enjoy Ministry from Revd. Robert Jordan. He led us in an excellent Pentecost 
service and also led an inter-church prayer meeting. 
 One of our members, Revd. Brian Randford had taken part in a "Busathon" . So far he has 
raised £2,100 for the Bible Society. he even had an article on it in the Swindon Evening Advertiser! 
 Coffee mornings continue to be popular as do the "Holidays at Home" run by our family 
worker Mark Cawte. Mark will be leaving us at the end of this year to train as a teacher and we wish 
him God's blessings. 
 

HOLT URC 
We are hosting two events that you might be interested in. 
 On Saturday Sept 24th we host a visit from the Pontypridd Male Voice Choir. Tickets £10 and 
concessions £8. These can be bought on the door or from Holt Superstore. 
 Rev. Sally McDougall, a former member of the Iona Community and now Curate of St John's 
Upper Studley, Trowbridge will lead us in a "Big Sing" in Holt URC on Saturday October 22nd from 
10.00am to 12.00 noon. If you enjoy a good sing come along and join us. All are welcome. 
 Best wishes from all at Holt URC. 
 

IMMANUEL URC, SWINDON 
 What’s been happening here at Immanuel over the past year or so? 
After a vacancy of more than three years, we inducted Revd. Robert Jordan back in April 2010. For 
those who don’t know, he has come to England from the Reformed Church of the Argentine (he is bi-
lingual in Spanish and English!) and has brought his wife Sylvia (who is an artist and a trained 
teacher) and daughters Luana and Mayra (who are both students in secondary education). 
 Immanuel is as busy as ever,  both in its ecumenical and community activities, but the latest 
project is a £300,000 refurbishment of our rear premises and, fingers crossed, building works will 

begin within the next week or so.  Sadly, although we are blessed with extensive buildings, they 
are out-dated and we know that the current entrance area to our ancillary rooms is 
uninviting and doesn’t meet the demands of the many hundreds of users who come through 
our doors on a weekly basis. We want to create a welcoming foyer where people can sit and 
wait in comfort, where light refreshments can be served, where we can create an area to 
display art-work as well as leaflets and books.  
 At the same time we plan to improve access for the disabled: installing a wheel chair 
lift will enable users to pass directly into the church itself rather than using external ramps. 
 We will also be increasing and upgrading toilet facilities. 
All being well everything will be ready for the annual pantomime in January! 
 

MALMESBURY 
Mission and Outreach 
Janet Parke of SIM (Serving In Mission) joined us in our morning service on Sunday 3rd July. Janet 

is the Head-teacher in a primary school at a place called MUKINGE in Zambia. The school has 2 

classrooms at present and plans to build 2 more are underway. Janet has asked for prayer: 

 for Zambian Christians to take full responsibility for the school in the long term 

 for funding for a doctor (Daren Tompkins) and his wife and family to return to Mukinge again 

(he has done 2 short spells in the past) 

 that the Zambian elections to be held in September will be peaceful and fair 



The church has committed to support Janet with an annual financial contribution to enable her to 

continue in her invaluable work as part of its mission and outreach programme.  
 
Heritage Day – 10 September 10.00 – 4.00 
Our church will be the focus of this year’s heritage day in Malmesbury. Members of the 

congregation have prepared a display to show something of its considerable history. The Civic 

Trust will be contributing something about the history of non conformism in the town and there 

will be a ‘walking trail’ of non conformist churches, most of which are now closed, for visitors to 

follow.  Light refreshments will be available. There will also be  an art and craft exhibition/ sale in 

the upper room.  

 
Historic Churches Cycle Ride  
This also takes place on 10 September . participants will call in to all the churches on route (of 

which Malmesbury United Reformed Church is one) ,to check in , get  a free drink and take a well 

earned ‘breather’. 

 

WARMINSTER UNITED 

 As a church in an Army town we often welcome members from overseas who greatly enrich 
our worship. At present we host a Fijian church who use the building after us on a Sunday. Being a 
United Church we think ecumenically and enjoy pulpit exchanges with other denominations and 
every Maundy Thursday join the other members of Churches Together in Warminster for a service. 
 Last year we decided to seek God's help via a "Vision Day, where we met with leaders from 
the Area to discuss our future spiritual path and mission. Through this we experienced a new call to 
strengthen our congregation and to prepare ourselves to welcome new members. We have updated 
our webpage, started a worship group, doubled the number of Bible Study groups, designed 
welcome leaflets for the retirement complex across the road, started an afternoon social, affirmed 
the Saturday morning coffee drop-in by fixing a rota and recognised God's hand in helping us with 
the outreach activities we are already regularly involved in. 
 This year we re-examined our Vision Day aims and praised God to see how many of our goals 
have been successfully been realised. New leadership challenges will be put to the members this 
August and we hope, with God's help, to discern how to implement and necessary changes. 
 

 WESLEY ROAD METHODIST CHURCH, TROWBRIDGE 
 Last Christmas saw approximately 50 leather clad bikers, arriving at our Church, not as had 
been hoped for on bikes but due to the icy snowy weather in cars.  In the Church Lounge they were 
served with hot steaming vegetable casserole with crisp rolls, teas and coffees.  We then went into 
Church where they led the Carol Service, the carols really went with a swing accompanied by drums 
and guitar and Bible readings and sermon all undertaken by the Bikers themselves and their Leader. 
Before heading for home they once again were served with refreshments.  We would certainly like 
them to come again. 
 This year the Monday-Wednesday Club, a Club where people who are disabled or infirm can 
come to meet friends and regain confidence in themselves and who currently hire our Church 
premises, held their 25th anniversary celebrations. A service was held in the Church to which the 
Lord Lieutenant of Wiltshire, the Town Crier and the Mayor and Councillors had been invited as well 
as members and friends of the Club.  Children from the local Primary School provided 
entertainment. This was all followed by sumptious refreshments supplied by the Club’s Chef. 
Videos and photos of members events and outings were shown during the afternoon. We, as a 
Church feel privileged to have the Club with us on our premises and we look forward to the next 
anniversary. 
 Some of our members attend car boot sales giving out ‘Good News’ newspapers. We offer a 
listening ear and anyone who would like prayer. Proceeds from any items sold goes to Charity. 
 Some members join with Anglican friends going into local Primary Schools and dramatizing 
Bible stories ‘Open the Book’.  It’s a great way for children to hear about Jesus and life. 



 At Morning Worship in June we received 7 people into membership (6 from a local Church of 
England Church that had sadly had to close as a Church) and 1 from our own Methodist Church.  We 
all shared around the Lord’s Table – a very special Service.   
 Our Minister has just moved to pastures new and as we go forward in this interregnum we 
ask for God’s guidance. 
 

WESTLEA 
A member of the West Swindon and the Lydiards Church Partnership 

Westlea Church was pleased to carry out a Healthy church check with the help of URC facilitators 
earlier this year. We are in the process of formulating an action plan to help us focus our work going 
forward.  It was a really worthwhile activity and has brought to light lots of people’s views and ideas.  
We would thoroughly recommend it to any churches who are looking would like to reflect on where 
they are at, where they are going and where they would be best placed to use their available 
resources to follow God calling for their church. 
 

WOOTTON BASSETT URC 
 During the year we have welcomed seventeen worship leaders of our Sunday services, with 
the worship team taking two. We are grateful to these ordained and lay leaders who bring us 
inspiration and support. We are also grateful to those who come to play organ and piano for our 
services.  
 Partly as a result of our Healthy Church Check-up, some of our children have taken 
Communion for the first time.  
 The Hive is open every Thursday morning, when the church lounge has toys for babies and 
toddlers, and the hall has more space for bigger pre-schoolers rushing round with cars and trikes, or 
on swing and slide, and there is coffee for the mums, dads, grans and other carers.  
 In Wootton Bassett, the Women’s World Day of Prayer Service rotates round the Churches, 
and it was our turn this year. We were pleased to have Janet Gray giving the talk.  
 In a week in Lent members of the different Wootton Bassett churches came together each 
evening to study the York Course ‘Rich Inheritance - Jesus legacy of love'. We found this an 
interesting time of sharing views and experiences. On Good Friday, all Wootton Bassett Churches 
took part in a walk of witness, starting from Sacred Heart Catholic Church and ending with an 
outdoor service round the Town Hall.  
 In Christian Aid week some of our congregation did street collections, and we finished the 
week with a fund-raising buffet lunch after the Sunday service.  
 We support fund-raising events for the Wootton Bassett Bible Society supporters group.  
Throughout the year we have a coffee morning once a month, and in May include a plant sale. And 
except in the winter a few of us go for a short country walk each month.  
 Through the year we have been following the Vision4Life program.  In our discussion group 
we have now talked about all the units of Bible year, Prayer Year and Evangelism Year. 
 A great evening was had when Chippenham Male Voice Choir came in June to give us a 
Concert. And we all had to sing out this month as we had an afternoon of Sankey hymns.  

 
WOW!  
What an inspiration. As Christians we are called to make a difference in our community. As I have 
been copying all these reports I am struck time and time again how we are doing just that.  
 I hope you have enjoyed reading what others have been up to and maybe it has given your 
church a few ideas too. Hopefully the next issue will be in the New Year. 
 God's blessings to you all. 
   Janet Gray   Synod Pastoral Adviser 


